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SERMON for Pentecost 23 - November 17th, 2019. 

Readings: Malachi 4: 1-2a, Psalm 98, 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13; Luke 21: 5-19. 

Do you ever get the feeling that everyone seems so angry these days?   

I have been feeling it for a while, especially whenever I hear the news - violent crimes seem 
to be on the rise, especially things like road rage, mindless violence around the night clubs 
and entertainment strips, home invasions and so on.  Whenever you turn on the news or 
pick up a newspaper, it is all doom and gloom, bad news, or the media seem to be stirring 
up trouble, putting around half truths and playing on people’s anxieties, stirring up fear and 
resentment. 

I have heard it suggested that people’s anger has its roots in uncertainty, anxiety and 
ultimately the fear mongering from both media and politicians.  Anxiety about the future, both 
economically and socially.  Yet, it is not considered “PC” (Politically correct) to express those 
anxieties and their possible root causes.   

“This morning’s Gospel reading is often referred to as the "little apocalypse."  I'm not sure 
what's meant by "little" - its words surely pack a powerful punch!” 1  We know they pack that 
punch because people have been referring to words such as these to predict the end of the 
world for centuries, in fact, for millennia!  You'd think that after all that time, we'd wonder: is 
there really going to be an "end time?" … And what would the "end time" look like anyway? 

Whether Jesus ever made this prediction; or Luke simply wrote it to appear that way, when 
Luke wrote these words, some of these "predictions" had already happened.  Luke wrote 
this somewhere between thirty and fifty years after Jesus' death and during that time period, 
a great deal had happened.  

Jewish zealots, what some would call freedom fighters, and others, terrorists, had led the 
people in revolt against Rome, and Rome retaliated by laying siege to Jerusalem.  The city 
initially was a refuge; but as the siege continued, it became a death trap.  Eventually, it was 
impossible to defend the walls.  The Romans broke through and killed those within the city.  
They destroyed the Temple, and then destroyed the city.  They burned what would burn, 
and they tore down the rest -- stone by stone.  

Their message to the world was: Don't mess with Rome!    

But the revolt did more than bring destruction to the city and the Temple; it also began a 
wave of persecution against both Jews and followers of Jesus.  It wasn't a good time to be 
alive if you were a believer in anyone but Caesar! 

It seems we cannot avoid the doom and gloom today.  Extreme weather events, floods, 
rising temperatures, ferocious bush fires, earthquakes, wars, terrorist attacks, epidemics, 
indicators, some say, of the end times. 

Although all this sounds terrible, believe it or not, Luke is writing this as a comfort!  He is 
basically saying, don’t worry, remember Jesus said all this would happen. 

Jesus said, "Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, 
'The time is near!' Do not go after them." (Luke 21:8)”  

Do you remember all the fear and hysteria surrounding the beginning of the second 
millennium?  There was so much misinformation about what was going to happen when the 
clocks turned over from December 31st, 1999 to January 1st, 2000.  People thought that the 
computer systems around the world would fail because they wouldn’t cope with being 
01.01.00, and so the whole of western civilisation, or in fact the whole of modern society 
would collapse ... planes would fall out of the air, electricity grids would shut down and 
everything, or anything which was run by a computer would stop!  Did that happen?  No, of 
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course it didn’t!  It may seem silly now, but back then people were fearful, or at least a little 
concerned about what may happen. 

I remember going to bed on the night of September 11th 2001, thinking that we were at a 
turning point in history, life wasn’t going to be the same again’.  At the time I prayed that, 
eventually, life would be better.  Reflecting on that event eighteen years later, life has 
changed, but not necessarily for the better.  It was my hope and prayer at the time that there 
would be a new awareness and spirit of generosity between countries, between people. 

But many do not see this hope.  So many have become bound up by fear, fear of evil, 
suspicious of anyone different to themselves; a fear that is rooted in readings such as our 
gospel reading today.  A fear that is egged on by fundamentalists of every religious 
persuasion.   A fear that has only one outcome, to produce victims.  People bound up in 
their own fear, which can then be easily manipulated by others for their personal gain. 

In Paul’s day, the problem was, that some in the early church were so sure that Jesus was 
about to return that they had given up their jobs and the normal things in life and were just 
sitting around and waiting for him to return.  Paul writes to the community in Thessalonica 
who had some in their congregations who were living off hand-outs they received from the 
community.   

“The end is nigh!  Why should I work any longer!  The community can look after me while I 
can sit and wait for the Lord’s return.” 

Paul’s wonderful response to them is: “Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.” 2 

Okay, so it is a little different, they were bludging off the congregation, but the fear motivating 
it is the same as those people who join survivalist groups - the end is coming, I am bound 
with fear, I want to withdraw from normal society, run away and create something new and 
safe.  Problem is that what starts out sounding like the new utopia, ends up in reality, hell 
on earth.  How many times must the Georgetowns and Wacco’s have to repeat themselves? 

So, what is the message we can glean from the readings today?  Many seem caught up with 
what they see as the evil in the world, they profess Jesus as Lord and yet they deny him the 
victory.  I believe the message is: in all the darkness of the world, focus on Jesus.  Jesus 
came to set us free, free to live in the hope and glory of God’s promises.  He calls us to bring 
‘good news’, to be ‘hope bearers’, signs of the kingdom of God.  In all the fear, anxiety and 
uncertainty which surround our lives today, we are called out to make a difference, to share 
a vision of a better world, a place of peace, of hope, of love, generosity and respect for each 
other, for, as the prophet Malachi says, for those who revere the son of righteousness, there 
is healing in his wings. [Malachi 4: 2a] 

Lives lived in this hope will bring glory to God and peace, and joy and hope to those around 
us.  To quote Bp Jack Spong, lives that are lived to the fullest, love that is given wastefully 
and ourselves being all that we can be.  3 

To be new and renewed creations of love and hope, remembering John the Evangelist who 
wrote: 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear, for fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  We love because he first loved us.” 
4 

The peace of God be with you.  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley 
17 November 2019. 
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