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SERMON for All Saints Day – November 3rd, 2019. 

Readings: Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; Ephesians 1: 11-23; Luke 6: 20-31. 

Who are your heroes of faith?  Who has inspired you, encouraged you in your faith journey?  

We all have saints in our lives, whether they are the formal big ‘S’ Saints or the everyday, 

extra – ordinary people, our small ‘s’ saints.  Who are yours? 

Last week we celebrated the 120th anniversary of this church and acknowledged St Leonard 

of Noblac, who the church was named for.  Oft times you have heard me rattle on about St 

Francis of Assisi, who has inspired me in my life. 

My small ‘s’ saints would include Robert McLay, the priest in the parish I worshipped in for 

the 3 years we lived in New Zealand.  He taught me the importance of the ministry of 

presence, just being beside someone during a crisis, he was my role model for gentleness 

in ministry.  He also introduced me to the Franciscans, and another of my saints, Br Daniel 

ssf.  Later I would strike up a correspondence with a Catholic Franciscan brother, Br Leo.  

Br Leo was another gentle soul, and someone else who taught me a great deal spiritually, 

and about being open to the blessings and the richness that God offers us, often in and 

through unexpected avenues. 

A few weeks ago, I shared the snippet of a story on thankfulness.  I want to open it up a little 

to you, so that you might have a wider appreciation of why this story affected me so much.  

It is also an appropriate day to do so, as we reflect on those we wish to thank God for, on 

this All Saints / All Souls commemoration. 

The author, Andrew Bienkowski, calls it Radical Gratefulness.   

He says: 

We are prone to focus on our wants than on our haves.  But this is not the only way to approach 

the world.  We could easily wake up every morning thinking, “I have breath!  I have life!  I have 

shelter!  I am here!”  These are grand things to celebrate and should not be taken for granted. 

And yet we do. 

The alarm sounds and we roll over and climb out of bed and begin to trudge through another day.  

But think, for a moment, about a day in which we wake and remember what we already have, the 

blessings that we have already been given, the things that we have already earned, the love that 

we have already found.  Imagine a morning when we wake up and celebrate the now. 

Remember this:  If you are in a position to take things for granted, you are already blessed beyond 

your needs. 1 

In 1939, as a five year old, Andrew Bienkowski was exiled to Siberia with his family.  The 

two years of struggle which followed left an indelible mark on Andrew’s life.  Eventually he 

found his way to the USA where he served in the US Air Force in the Korean War, then later 

worked as a psychologist.  But it was what happened during the winter of 1940 and the self-

sacrifice of his grandfather which was the most startling. 

Vladislav Paluchowski, his wife, his daughter and two grandsons had been banished to 

Siberia from their homeland of Poland.  After sometime in Siberia, he realised that it was 

impossible for all 5 of them to survive, ‘he had long before calculated how much food the 
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five of them would need in order to survive the winter and he knew there wouldn’t be enough 

to sustain them all.’ The time came to save the others, his wife, daughter and the two small 

boys … he gave up his already meagre food portions. 

To Vladislav, it was a simple question of fact - who would be most useful to the children?  

While he had protected them as much as he could, the greatest gift he gave them was his 

life.  He simply starved himself to death, so the children could have food. 

Jesus says, there is no greater love that you can have, but to lay down your life for another. 

Andrew Bienkowski has spent the rest of his life giving thanks for his grandfather and his 

extraordinary self-sacrifice. 

Today we are celebrating All Saints and All Souls, and particularly, we are giving thanks for 

those people who have been especially precious to us, those we have loved, those who 

have inspired us, those who have given us birth, either literally or figuratively. 

How do we live our lives?  With joy and gratefulness?  Or have we become cynical and 

resentful from all the bumps and bruises we have sustained through life? 

St Paul talks about giving thanks for the community of Ephesus, to whom he is writing, “as 

I remember you in my prayers”.  And what does he pray? 

17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 

and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 

believe, according to the working of his great power. [Ephesians 1: 17-19] 

The “saints” who Paul talks about, are not the ‘great’ ones - Peter, Andrew, James or John 

- they are the ordinary people who go about their ordinary lives, but go about them with faith, 

in belief, maybe even with gratitude.   

The Gospel reading is part of Luke’s version of Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount.  In Luke’s 

case, it is the Sermon on the Plain.  It doesn’t matter what it is called, what matters is the 

teaching it gives us on how to live as Christ followers. 

First it gives us the equivalent of the Beatitudes, “Blessed are you who are poor … hungry 

… weeping … “ 

But this is followed by the warnings for the people who are experiencing the good things in 

life.  Jesus then goes on to give crucial teaching, teaching which is very different to any other 

that was around at the time: 

27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 

other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.  30Give to 

everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.  

[Luke 6: 27-30] 

Radical gratitude for all the good things we have received, because we have breath, life, 

shelter and being, because we are one of the blessed ones. 
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Then Jesus gives what some call the golden rule to life “Do to others as you would have 

them do to you.”  [Luke 6: 31] 

So let us give thanks for those who have gone before us, especially those who are our own 

personal saints, and in giving thanks, let us make sure our lives reflect the gratitude we have 

for the sacrifices they may have made, the love we have received and the example they set 

us. 

And live to the glory of God.  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley 

3 November 2019 
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