
 1 

SERMON for Easter Sunday - April 4th, 2021. 

Readings: Acts 10: 34-43; Hymn to the Risen Christ; 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11; Mark 16: 1-8 

For some reason this year, I decided that I wanted a bit of a challenge …. foolish woman 
that I am! 

Usually on Easter morning, as we did at the dawn service, we hear of the empty tomb 
through the eyes of John’s gospel.  For some crazy notion this year, I decided to go with the 
very confusing version from Mark’s gospel. 

As always, Mark is short and to the point.  Well, this time he is extremely short, and perhaps 
not necessarily to the point. 

This ‘original’ ending, ends with the women, having visited the now empty tomb, leaving 
confused and terrified, and supposedly not telling anyone what they have discovered! 

There are various theories about this and some later versions of the text have added endings 
to the gospel.  Some scholars argue against any alternate endings, suggesting that Mark 
really did intend to stop there – with the woman terrified and confused and not saying 
anything to anyone.  Afterall, they argue, in Mark’s gospel, Jesus’ identity is always a secret 
and people are always told to stay silent … and so the women did! 

British theologian, Tom Wright, believes that the gospel didn’t end there and that the original 
ending was lost, either accidently or through vandalism.   

Jesus, in Mark’s gospel, tried to teach the disciples time and again about what was going to 
happen to him – that he would suffer, die and rise again from the dead - but they just didn’t 
get it, they couldn’t understand.  Even as late as his time with them in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, he says to them: 

You will all become deserters; for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered.' But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.  [Mark 14: 27,28] 

Yet they still didn’t get it.   

So, Mark records the women going to the tomb to complete the burial process by anointing 
Jesus’ body. 

They were understandably shocked to find that the stone which had been blocking the entry 
to the tomb, rolled away, but when they look in, they see a young man in white sitting where 
Jesus’ body had lain, with the message: 

Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.  
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
just as he told you.  [March 16: 6-7] 

As Jesus had said, only days before, he will go ahead of them to Galilee. 

Wright firmly believes that the story didn’t end there, that the women told the disciples and 
that they eventually met Jesus again, in Galilee.  He concludes his thoughts on this section 
with something I believe we can take with us today.  He writes: 

Perhaps, in the strange providence of God, the way Mark’s book now finishes encourages us all 
the more to explore not only the faith of the early church, that Jesus had indeed risen from the 
dead, but our own faith.  There is a blank at the end of the story, and we are invited to fill it ourselves.  
Do we take Easter for granted, or have we found ourselves awestruck at the strange new 
work of God?  What do we know of the risen Lord?  Where is he now going ahead of us?  What 
tasks has he for us to undertake today, to take ‘the gospel of the kingdom’ to the ends of the earth? 
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Our scriptures this morning testify to the certainly that the message got out … 

In this morning’s epistle to the church in Corinth, Paul talks of what had been handed down 
to him: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve.   
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have died. 
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. [1Corinthians 15: 3-8] 

The message got out and we are witnesses to the effectiveness of that.  Peter, in our first 
reading gets a very clear lesson about God’s impartiality and says: 

I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.  [Acts 10: 34-36] 

Do we take Easter for granted?  What is it to us?  An excuse to see family, to overindulge in 
chocolate? 

I know some of you have journeyed through this last week with me.  Shouted ‘Hosannas’ 
last Sunday, as we remembered Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, humble and riding a donkey, 
but also victoriously and met with great acclaim.   

You were there on Thursday evening, in that upper room, perhaps having your feet washed, 
remembering the Last Supper, receiving a new commandment, and mentally following Jesus 
to the garden to watch and to pray.   

On Friday we watched with horror as the unthinkable happened, an innocent man was put 
through a sham trial, was beaten and shamed, then nailed to a cross until he was dead. 

Was that the end?  No!  While Mark’s gospel may not have captured it to the satisfaction of 
us twenty-first century minds, something profound happened on that first day of the week, 
so long ago. 

One of the readings which came to me as I was preparing this sermon, comes from Paul’s 
letter to the Romans.  It is a reading which featured in my ordination service, some 24 years 
ago … 

The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame."  
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous 
to all who call on him.  For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim 
him?  And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?  [Romans 10: 11-15a] 

As Tom Wright challenges us to look within ourselves to answer his questions: 

Do we take Easter for granted?   

What do we know of the risen Lord?   

What tasks has he for us to undertake today, to take ‘the gospel of the kingdom’ to the ends 
of the earth?  

The ending of Mark’s gospel leaves us with unfinished business … the ‘blank end to the 
story and we are invited to fill it ourselves’. 
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We are invited to take the joy of this day, the hope that God has placed in the world, and 
share it with others.  For how are they to know if no one tells them. 

For those who took the journey, did it make a difference to what you are feeling today? 

Easter isn’t about rabbits and chocolate, yes it is about ‘new life’ which they are symbols of, 
but it is about more.   

Are you ready to take up your part in the story? 

Revd Sally Buckley 
4 April 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. Tom Wright, Mark for Everyone © 2001, 2004; SPCK, London, pp. 222-224. 


