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SERMON for Pentecost 16 - September 29, 2019. 

Readings: Amos 6: 1a, 4-7; Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6: 6-19; Luke 16: 19-31. 

The Jewish Rabbis had a saying: 

“Look after the poor in this life, and they will look after you in the life to come.”  

Today our readings are full of warnings about the responsibilities attached to wealth and 
condemnation of the misuse of material possessions, but there is some good news hidden 
there too! 

The Amos reading contains one of the writer’s sternest warnings as he condemns those 
who live a life of ease, ignoring those who are doing it beyond tough, warning the rich and 
privileged will be the first to go into exile, their comfortable lifestyle totally destroyed.  Amos’ 
prophecy was just prior to the exile of the Northern Kingdom to Assyria which took place a 
few years later. 

The part of Paul’s letter to Timothy which we hear this morning is full of good advice on the 
wise use of money. 

Paul, writing to Timothy says: 

“Those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the 
faith”.  [1 Timothy 6: 9-10a] 

Possessions in themselves are not a sin, money in itself is not evil, but they are a great 
responsibility and it is what the person who has wealth does with it which is the defining 
point.  If we horde our goodies and build “bigger barns” and ignore the need and cries for 
help around us, we are no better than the rich man in Jesus’ story. 

Paul writes: “There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought 
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, 
we will be content with these.”  [1 Timothy 6: 6-8] 

and he continues writing to Timothy: 

“But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness.” [1 Timothy 6: 11]  A great encouragement for a godly life. 

Then we have the Gospel reading – another corker – about a rich man and a poor man.  The 
rich ignoring the poor in this life, then expecting the poor to look after him in the afterlife … 

“Look after the poor in this life, and they will look after you in the life to come.”  And yet the 
rich man in this parable doesn’t look after those who are at his gate. 

Recently, I have been reminded of the old complaint (and it is old, the ancient Greek 
philosophers have been quoted saying it!) about the younger generation, especially 
teenagers and what are we going to do about them!  Well, how wrong it is to generalise! 

Many of us have been moved by the passion of Swedish teenager, Greta Thunberg, over 
this last week or more, as she has called the world leaders to account for the lack of action 
on Climate Change. 

Over the last few years, the world has been blessed by people like Malala Yousafzai, fighting 
for the rights to education for all, something which nearly cost her her life, and yet brought 
her to worldwide prominence.  The teenagers from Florida, led by Emma Gonzalez, who 
campaigned in the US against violence and for gun control.  And now Greta calling on us all 
to do something about our environment, so that her generation, our grandchildren’s 
generation and beyond, have a functioning planet to live in.  
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Twelve years ago I wrote a paper for a Franciscan conference on the call to live simpler 
lives.  Twelve years ago was right in the middle of the Global Financial Meltdown.  In Perth, 
we had had a visit from Franciscan author, religious and academic, Sister Ilia Delio, and she 
coined the phrase that we are living in ‘A Franciscan Moment in time’.  I think that must have 
fired my imagination, because that stuck with me and eventually was the inspiration behind 
the paper I wrote.  I felt the call to live a simpler life, at that point thinking it was something 
we all needed to do, in the light of corporate greed, waste and a lack of care for those who 
were doing it tough. 

In some ways we can ask the question: what has changed?  Not a lot, just more red tape 
and, it seems, continued lack of understanding of those who are displaced, homeless, or 
even of those who live a subsistence life.  That was brought home in May, when the Regional 
Minister of the Dogura region in PNG was denied a visa to attend our Third Order Chapter 
meeting in Melbourne.  Why?  Because he couldn’t prove that he earned any money! 

“Look after the poor in this life, and they will look after you in the life to come.”  

… Look after the environment, and the planet will look after your descendants into the future. 

The call for us all to be mindful of our stewardship of the planet we are privileged to live on, 
could be another ‘Franciscan Moment in time’. 

Our three Aims are: 

• To make our Lord known and loved everywhere; 

• To spread the spirit of love and harmony; and 

• To live simply. 1 

In that second aim – to spread the spirit of love and harmony – takes in the whole of Creation 
– to live in harmony with people and the environment, working for justice, peace and the 
integrity of Creation. 

While there is so much in these readings for us, I think a lot of it boils down to personal 
responsibility, the responsibility that is placed on our shoulders – for the environment, this 
beautiful, blue planet, Earth; for all Creation, and certainly in the context of today’s readings, 
for each other – all people.   

It is who we are and what we do which is important - who we really are, and what we do in 
truth, which counts.  How would you have reacted in the case of the rich man?  How do you 
react to the Lazaruses of this world, the poor at our gates?  Whether it is the modern day 
swaggie, the unemployed, the homeless, or the refugee at our nation’s door looking for a 
better life?  It is challenging and I know I often feel ill-equipped to deal with those situations, 
myself. 

I pray for a world where there is a change of hearts and habits, where the strong care for 
the weak, the rich care for the poor, the planet is treasured and tended, and peace and 
justice come in this and every land.  Amen.  2 

Revd Sally Buckley tssf 
September 29th, 2019. 
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