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SERMON for Christmas 1 – December 27th, 2020 - Blessing of the Gifts. 

It is hard not to feel a little flat on this Sunday.  We have just been through all the excitement and 
celebration of Christmas - angels, shepherds, strange stars ... Father Christmas, spending sprees, 
Christmas dinners ... Presents!   

Who received some Christmas presents?  Did anyone bring their favourite present to church?  Let’s 
see what we have - have a look around and comment on some of the presents. 

Isn’t it wonderful to receive presents!  How did you feel when you were unwrapping your presents … 
excited?  was it fun? 

Did you give someone a present?  What was that like, how did that make you feel?  Were you there 
when they opened it? 

Do you know where the custom of giving presents at Christmas began?  God gave the first Christmas 
present when he gave us Jesus.  The shepherds, who were the first to visit, brought the gift of their 
praise and thanksgiving when the saw baby Jesus in the manger, just as the angel told them, then 
there is the story of the Wise Men bringing their presents of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

Well, now we are back to reality.   

And so with our readings - “from the magic of the first half of chapter 2 of Luke, we find ourselves 
back at the level of practicalities, at least to begin with.” 1   

The first Sunday after Christmas traditionally celebrates ‘the Holy Family’.  Last year we heard of the 
flight into Egypt.  This year we get a feel of the family - down to earth, unassuming but 
“unquestionably devout and pious.”   Joseph and Mary fulfil all that is required of them by the Law - 
the practicalities of living a life of faith - they have Jesus circumcised and name him on the 8th day, 
and the family accompany Mary to the temple in Jerusalem for her purification forty days after the 
birth of her son.  2   

According to the law, every firstborn male, both human and cattle, was sacred to God. ... parents 
could, as it were, buy back their son from God by paying the priest five shekels.  Along with this, at 
the purification ceremony the woman was expected to bring to the Temple a lamb for a burnt offering 
and a pigeon for a sin offering.  That was a somewhat expensive sacrifice, and so if that could not 
be afforded, the woman might bring along two pigeons.  The offering of two pigeons instead of the 
lamb and the pigeon was technically called The Offering of the Poor.  This was the offering which 
Mary and Joseph brought.    We see that it was into an ordinary home that Jesus was born, a home 
where there were no luxuries, a home where every penny was watched. 3    

It is whilst fulfilling these observances that they come across two people at the Temple who recognise 
this child for who he is.  Simeon and Anna are true saints of Israel .... they both moved and lived in 
the Spirit.  They hail the child.  They are prophets.1  Both had dedicated their lives to the service of 
God.  All their lives they had waited quietly and patiently upon God.3   They believed that God had 
promised that they would see God’s Anointed one.  Simeon recognises the baby as the Anointed 
one and is glad now he can depart in peace.  Luke gives us that lovely hymn of praise which the 
Church has used down the centuries: 

“Now Lord, you have kept your promise, and you may let your servant go in peace.  With my own eyes I 
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples:  A light to reveal your will 
to the Gentiles a bring glory to your people Israel.”  [Luke 2: 29-32 – GNB]   

In other words, this child will become a blessing to all nations, as once promised to Abraham.  But 
Simeon also warns Mary it will not be without opposition and conflict. 3   

This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed--and a sword will pierce your own soul too. [Luke 2: 34b-

35 – NRSV] 

“The Jews were well acquainted with the OT prophecies that spoke of the Messiah’s blessing to their 
nation.  But they did not always give equal attention to the prophecies saying he would bring salvation 
to the entire world, not just the Jews.  Many thought he had come to save only his own people.  Luke 
makes sure that his Greek audience understood that Jesus came to save all who believe - Gentiles 
and Jews. 
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Joseph and Mary were amazed for three reasons.  Simeon said Jesus was a gift from God; he 
recognised Jesus as the Messiah, and said Jesus would be a light to the entire world. 

This was at least the second time that Mary was greeted with a prophecy about her son, the first 
time was when Elizabeth had welcomed her as the mother of her Lord. 

Although Simeon and Anna were very old, they still hoped to see the Messiah.  Led by the Holy Spirit 
they were among the first to bear witness to Jesus. 

In Jewish culture, elders were respected and the prophecies of Simeon and Anna carried extra 
weight because of their age. 4 

Anna’s song of praise and prophecy is not recorded, but for both Simeon and Anna this meeting was 
the fulfilment of all they had been praying for – if you like, it was their present from God.    

All through our lives we are given presents, given gifts and it is our responsibility to look after them, 
use them wisely, to enjoy them, share them with others and to have fun with them.  There is also 
another important part of receiving presents and gifts - saying thank you for them! 

There are many things we are given by God, many we take for granted, and yet they are still gifts.  
This beautiful place that we have come to live or visit, our town of Denmark with its beautiful river, 
inlet and ocean, the hills and trees and bush land which surrounds the town.  The plants and animals 
which live here.  Creation.  Living in this country, Australia, with our wealth, a home to live in, food 
on our table, friends, perhaps families, the freedom to come and worship God.  Freedom of thought 
and freedom of speech.  We have so much to be thankful for. 

Let us pause and just reflect on what we have to be grateful for.  If you have brought any of your 
Christmas presents, hold them.  If you did not bring them, but received something special, hold it in 
your mind. 

Please close your eyes and after every prayer, please respond: 

“We thank you, O God!”   

God, for your great gift of Jesus to us.  We thank you, O God! 

For all our wonderful presents.  We thank you, O God! 

for the people who give us presents.  We thank you, O God! 

For your blessing upon these toys and all who play with them.  We thank you, O God! 

Let us pray: 

Dear God, we do thank you for the gift of Jesus. 
And we thank you for every gift. 
May your blessings be upon these toys 
and upon every child. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 5 

Revd Sally Buckley 
December 27, 2020. 
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