
SERMON for Pentecost 8 - July 26th, 2020. 

Readings:  Genesis 29: 15-28; Psalm 105: 1-11; Romans 8: 26-39; Matthew 13: 44-58. 

This morning we continue the Jacob’s story and hear of his attempt to find a wife.  It is 
interesting that he who has made deception into a fine art; himself is on the end of a fine 
piece of deception himself.  The man who deceived his brother out of his rightful inheritance, 
flees from his home and goes to his mother’s relatives in search of a wife.  He falls in love 
with the younger daughter of his kinsman, Laban.  They strike a deal, Jacob would work for 
him for seven years and then be allowed to marry his beloved Rachel.   

Well, as we heard, Laban tricks him and substitutes his older daughter, Leah.  One can only 
imagine Jacob’s confusion and indignation when he discovers he has been tricked.  But, like 
in the first two parables in our gospel reading where the person was prepared to sell 
everything to gain their treasure, Jacob agrees to work a further seven years to gain the 
woman he loves.  

What is it that you would consider giving everything up for? 

What is so important in your life? 

And what would selling all you had to gain that, mean for you? 

What is it that you are so passionate about? 

In our Collect this morning we will pray: 

grant us your Spirit’s gift of discernment, 
that, in the midst of the things of this world, 
we may learn to value the priceless worth of your kingdom, 
and be ready to renounce all else 
 for the sake of the precious gift you offer. 

We need that gift of discernment otherwise there is the danger of becoming like the people 
of Nazareth, who we heard about in the second part of our gospel reading, rejecting the 
good and holy in our midst because our eyes are so blinded by our prejudices.   

The theme I find running through these readings is the abiding love of God.   

We are often in danger in missing the most tangible sign of that love - the love, respect and 
compassion we give to and receive from each other.  It is so easy when you are surrounded 
by people all the time not to recognize the goodness and giftedness in them, it is so easy to 
take them for granted.   

On the other hand, do we believe in those around us?  Does our familiarity breed contempt? 

Jesus called us to love one another.  Love, respect, encourage, and have compassion for 
each other.  Pray for one another.  How can we give witness to the wider world of the hope 
we carry in our hearts of the coming of the kingdom of heaven?  How can we witness to the 
love of God, if we are forever criticizing each other, gossiping, pulling each other down? 

Do we have the hope of the kingdom in our hearts? 

Are we convinced of our relationship with God as an individual? 

Some years ago, when the world was in the middle of the Global Financial Crisis and 
everything was doom and gloom, I remember a bishop visiting, who encouraged us to be 
people of hope - bringing hope to this world when there are so many doom merchants 
around.  If it’s not the war or terrorist attack, it is climate change, global pandemics of 
HIVAIDs or influenza; or the collapse of the world economy.  For many, “the future” is not 
looked forward to with hope but with anxiety.  Of course, at the moment we are in the middle 
of the COVID 19 pandemic, and while the environmental issues are still to the fore of many 



people’s minds, in people’s psyche it has rather been taken over by the pandemic and 
outcomes of the George Floyd murder and the Black Lives Matter movement, or the fear of 
the rise of China and the implications for Hong Kong or its influence around the world. 

How do you see the future? 

Paul writing to the church in Rome, was writing to a people being persecuted by a 
succession of despotic emperors - a people who were well acquainted with fear and anxiety!   

I’m not usually a huge fan of Paul’s writings, but, certainly in Romans, this would be one of 
my favourite pieces he wrote.  I could have spent the entire sermon, or indeed a Bible study, 
working through these verses alone.  We have here some classic statements - statements 
of hope: 

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God” (verse 28) 

No matter how awful things get, if we look to God and have faith, things will work out for the 
best.  In other words, no matter what happens, if we have faith and do not give up, we will 
grow and become better people from the adversity which comes our way and we can look 
to a better future.  Somehow, there will be a silver lining to the dark clouds which currently 
surround us. 

Paul says: “If God is for us, who is against us?” (v. 31b)  If God is on our side, who can 
possibly stand against God’s blessing? 

And the passage ends with that beautiful passage: 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (vv. 38-39) 

This is the hope that we have in our hearts - that no matter what the world throws at us, 
nothing can separate us from God’s abiding love. 

When we have grasped this truth deep within our hearts, when our intellect has accepted it, 
then we can truly share the hope of the gospel with others, then we have discovered the 
field with the treasure, the pearl of great worth. 

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (John 13: 35) 

God loved Jacob, despite all his shortcomings, and he became the father of the nation of 
Israel. 

God loves us despite all our shortcomings.  God calls us to be people of faith and trust, 
beacons of hope for the world, so that amongst us and through us, by the Holy Spirit, great 
deeds can be done, bringing hope to those around us and drawing people to God. 

O God, the fount of wisdom, 
you have revealed to us in Christ 
 the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price: 
grant us your Spirit’s gift of discernment, 
that, in the midst of the things of this world, 
we may learn to value the priceless worth of your kingdom, 
and be ready to renounce all else 
 for the sake of the precious gift you offer. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.   [Today’s Collect APBA] 
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