
The lighting of the Pascal Candle 

Easter dawn – A service of light. 

 
In the darkness near the entrance to the church, the priest and people gather around a brazier which 

is lit. 

 

The priest welcomes everyone. 

 

Eternal God, 

who made this most holy dawn to shine 

with the brightness of your one true light; 

set us aflame with the fire of your love, 

and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

We remember that the Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 

his victory over death and celebrate his resurrection, 

confident that we too shall share his victory 

and live with him for ever in God. 

 
The priest says the following prayer, over the fire. 

 

Holy God, 

you gave your name to Moses from the burning bush. 

By the blessing of this new fire, 

bring us to stand with awe on this holy ground, 

our eyes alight with the glory we have seen in Christ, 

and our hearts aflame with resurrection joy, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The priest lights the Pascal candle from the flames, saying: 

 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 
Raising the candle, the priest says: 

 

The light of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 
The priest enters the church, followed by the people, and pauses. 

 

The light of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 
The priest pauses half way, then again before it is placed in the candle stand, repeating: 

 

The light of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Once the candle is placed on the stand, the priest proclaims: 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
The people are invited to gather in the sanctuary and each is given a candle. 



We will each be given a flame from the Pascal candle by our neighbour and we will each 

bring light to our other neighbour so that we can experience ourselves as the receivers of the 

light of Christ and bearers of the light of Christ to others in our world.  And so we say to our 

neighbour, as we light their candle:  The Light of Christ. 

 
When all candles are lit the priest announces: 

 

The Light of Christ! 

 

This is the light which darkness has not overcome 

- a pillar of flame by night, a pillar of fire by day –  

the light of Christ crucified and risen, 

burning brightly in our hearts and mind and lives, 

the dawn light of the first day of God’s new creation. 

Towering over us with its light, it speaks to us of 

 divine Love conquering hate and fear, 

Light overcoming darkness, Life swallowing up death. 

 
The people now place their candles in the tray and make their way to their seats. 

When all the candles are in the sand tray, the priest says: 

 

The Light of Christ! 

 
A Hymn may be sung. 

 
Gospel reading: 

 

By the light of the risen Son, we hear the gospel story. 

 

This is the gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
A Sermon may be given. 

 

The Hymn to the Risen Christ. 

 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: 

   so let us celebrate the feast, 

Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: 

   but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: 

   death has no more dominion over him. 

In dying he died to sin once for all: 

   in living he lives to God. 

See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: 

   and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Christ has been raised from the dead: 

   the first-fruits of those who sleep. 

For as by one man came death: 

   by another has come also resurrection of the dead; 

For as in Adam all die: 

   even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 



 
Holy Communion may be celebrated at this point. 

 

A Hymn may be sung. 

 

Christ, you are risen with the sun; 

you are light in our darkness, 

warmth in our cold. 

You are peace and hope and joy, 

for you went willingly to death. 

You turned defeat and failure to victory for all. 

You live eternally, and with you live the millions, 

living and dead, who trust in you.  2 

 
The Blessing. 

 

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and new alternatives, 

 bring you new life. 

May you be a new creation, 

 Christ for those to whom Christ shall send you. 

In the eternal light of Christ, 

 may you bring light to the world; 

And the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life 

 be with you always.  Amen.  3 

 

Christ is risen.  Alleluia! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

Go in the peace and light of the risen Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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