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SERMON for Pentecost 3 - June 13th, 2021. 

Readings: Ezikiel 17: 22-24; Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10, 14-17; Mark 4: 26-34. 

This morning we have two parables of the Kingdom which Jesus tells, both of which are a 
little obscure! 

The first one reminds me of a story from Jewish folklore I heard some years ago …. 

All their lives the two young brothers had lived in the city behind great stone walls and never saw 
field nor meadow. But one day they decided to pay a visit to the country.  As they went walking 
along the road they saw a farmer at his plowing. They watched him and were puzzled. 

"What on earth is he doing that for!" they wondered. "He turns up the earth and leaves deep 
furrows in it. Why should someone take a smooth piece of land covered with nice green grass 
and dig it up?" 

Later they watched the farmer sowing grains of wheat along the furrows. 

"That man must be crazy!" they exclaimed. "He takes good wheat and throws it into the dirt." 

"I don't like the country!" said one in disgust. "Only crazy people live here." 

So he returned to the city. 

His brother who remained in the country saw a change take place only a few weeks later. The 
plowed field began to sprout tender green shoots, even more beautiful and fresher than before. 
This discovery excited him very much. So he wrote to his brother in the city to come at once and 
see for himself the wonderful change. 

His brother came and was delighted with what he saw. As time passed they watched the sprouts 
grow into golden heads of wheat. Now they both understood the purpose of the farmer's work.  
When the wheat became ripe the farmer brought his scythe and began to cut it down.   

At this the impatient one of the two brothers exclaimed: "The farmer is crazy! He's insane! How 
hard he worked all these months to produce this lovely wheat, and now with his own hands he is 
cutting it down!   

I'm disgusted with such an idiot and I'm going back to the city!" 

His brother, the patient one, held his peace and remained in the country. He watched the farmer 
gather the wheat into his granary. He saw him skilfully separate the grain from the chaff. He was 
filled with wonder when he found that the farmer had harvested a hundred- fold of the seed that 
he had sowed. Then he understood that there was logic in everything that the farmer had done. 1 

At times life seems full of mystery and confusion, we don’t know why things happen the way 
they do, why some decisions are made and the consequences of those decisions turn out 
so different than was expected.  Above all, if we admit it, we don’t always understand God’s 
ways, and yet, there is a logic and order to the Universe. 

As St. Paul, writes: 

“We walk by faith, not by sight” [2 Corinthians 5:7] 

We walk through life with faith in our hearts and not knowing what challenge or blessing will 
be around the corner for us to experience but hopefully we walk with faith and trust in God. 

In the second parable, Jesus uses the mustard seed as an example of how, out of something 
so tiny, something great can grow … or does he?! 

Many of us have grown up with this interpretation and the phrase ‘a mustard seed’ commonly 
refers to something small from which something big may develop and grow. 
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As I mentioned last week, using the example of our Mustard Seed Op Shop, the ripple effect 
which has been able to spread out around the world by donating, working, or buying 
something in the shop. 

But, there may be another explanation for this parable….. 

In our first reading, the prophet Ezekiel talks about the great cedar tree on top of a lofty 
mountain and: 

Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every 
kind.  [Ezekiel 17: 23b] 

Sound familiar?!  Perhaps in the parable of the Mustard Seed, Jesus uses the prophecy 
from Ezekiel, a well known story to those who would have been listening, and changed it a 
bit - something which goes totally over our heads! 

Instead of being like a cedar tree, the Kingdom of God is compared to a mustard seed. A 
mustard seed, as Jesus and his listeners would have known, is not the smallest of seeds, 
but more importantly, it doesn't grow into a mighty tree like a cedar. On the contrary it grows 
into a shrub, and what's more, it was and is usually regarded as weed.  So, when the familiar 
story demands a mighty tree, Jesus twists it and gives us a shrub and his image of the shrub 
putting out big branches so that the birds can nest in is deliberately bizarre, nonsensical. 
This is a weed - a shrub gone mad.  Jesus is again turning our ideas on their heads! 

Our ideas of the kingdom generally aren’t what Jesus has in mind.  We think of grandeur, of 
stateliness, of elegance.  We seek power, and status, and security.  Like an oak tree, or a 
cedar - eighty feet tall, elegant and beautiful to the eye - that’s what God’s kingdom is like 
for us. 

I remember reading a book some years ago, a friend from another church had 
recommended … I think it was called Heaven is Real and was based on a series of visions 
this lady had received.  She saw that we (or those who went to heaven) would be living in 
grand mansions, driving around in flash cars, and …. urgh!  This little Franciscan soul 
couldn’t cope!  This is prosperity gospel and not one I recognise. 

The kingdom of heaven? …Jesus says, “Nah!  It’s more like dandelions.”  “It’s a ratty old 
weed which grows up through the cracks in the pavement; it’s a weed that annoys people.” 

The kingdom of heaven is unexpected, it is inconvenient, it is full of surprises! 

If you are a mighty cedar, everyone can see you.  You’re stuck in one place, and you can’t 
go anywhere, and everything you do keeps you limited to that one place, and everyone has 
to come to you.  But when you’re a weed, you’re everywhere.  Anyone who’s ever tried to 
get rid of dandelions, or clover in their lawn can tell you – the wretched things just won’t go 
away! 

God’s kingdom is a weed patch, out of control, bothering people, growing all over the place, 
messing up their tidy lives! 2  

So, this parable stands as something of a jovial warning to those who would follow Jesus - 
do not be under the illusion that what you are a part of is the biggest tree on the highest 
mountain. Do not imagine that the world will stand and admire the tree in whose branches 
you have made your home. 

We are often seen as “do gooders”, counter-cultural, an undesirable nuisance, and a 
noxious weed. The world and its dominant cultures will rightly see that the culture of God 
threatens to infest them and displace them, particularly the cultures that are built on greed 
and consumerism, violence and coercion.   
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The culture of God is founded on the life, death and resurrection of one who was eradicated 
as a dangerous weed, and so it invites us to see the world through the eyes of the victim of 
an eradication, and to embrace as sisters and brothers all those who the dominant cultures 
would seek to eradicate and rid themselves of.  

St. Paul said in our reading, we no longer look at people through the same eyes that most 
people do. We now see them as the new creation that they have become in Christ. We now 
see all as those who are loved by God, and chosen to be God's beloved servants, and if the 
world regards us all as weeds, so be it. 3 

God often does the unexpected, choosing the least expected to fulfil God’s purposes.  To 
coin the well-worn phrase: God picks ordinary people to do extraordinary things.   

We are on a path which, by faith, we believe leads to God.  The path we are treading leads 
deeper into the love and mercy of God, but we must also remember, that path leads further 
out of step with the world around us.3   God calls us into that difficult paradox which Paul 
alludes to: living in the world but not of it - that we are at home in the body but away from 
the Lord who is our real home. [2 Corinthians 5: 6] 

The path God calls us to walk is different.  The seed we sow, the ideas or decisions we 
make, make take a long time to find their outcomes.  That maybe hard, but it is what farmers 
do each year when they plant their crops.   

After all, we walk by faith, not by sight.   

Revd Sally Buckley 
13 June 2021 
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