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SERMON for Pentecost 7 - July 19th, 2020. 

Readings: Genesis 28: 10-19a; Psalm 139: 1-11, 23-24; Romans 8: 12-25; Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43. 

Some years ago, in preparation to go on a 6 day Ignatian retreat, we were invited to reflect 
on a series of quotes to see which one resinated with us and summed up something of what 
we were looking to get out of the retreat. 

Low and behold, the one I chose appeared in one of my readings on Wednesday morning.   

Looking at it again, and as we restart our public worship here at St Leonard’s, it again spoke 
to me.  The quote is from Anthony Bloom, one time Metropolitan of the Russian Orthodox 
Church.  He writes: 

We must try to discover the real person we are, otherwise we cannot encounter the Lord in truth.  
From time to time something authentic shows through: in moments when we are carried away by 
such joy that we forget who might be looking at us … when we are unselfconscious in moments of 
extreme pain … or when we have a deep sense of sadness or of wonder.  At these moments we 
see something of the true person that we are.  But no sooner have we seen than we often turn 
away because we do not want to confront this person face to face.  We are afraid of him; she puts 
us off.  Nevertheless this is the only real person there is in us.  And God can save this person, 
however repellent, because it is a true person.  God cannot save the imaginary person that we try 
to present to him or to others or ourselves.   

This quest to be authentic, to be our best and honest self, I think is a life-long quest, however, 
as we reopen our church to public worship once more, it is a good time to look again at who 
we are, what and how we wish to serve God in this place, and who we see the God we come 
to worship to be. 

If you have been following the readings during shutdown, you may have read last week’s 
gospel and the parable of the sower.  In that parable, you may remember, God showed a 
wild abandonment in the sowing of the seed - the good news of the gospel - something of 
God’s wasteful love for Creation.  Seed was sown everywhere - on the path, rocky soil, 
amongst weeds as well as on and into good soil.  The point of this was to show that God’s 
grace flows freely for all.  One of my e-friends called it the Parable of the Prodigal Sower! 

There is something about God’s incredible generosity, abundance, and wasteful love which 
fills my heart with such joy and hope! 

In that parable, the sower sows with hope in his heart as he sprays seed in places where it 
is hard to imagine seed being able to germinate and produce good plants.  Yet, when you 
think of if, how often have you been surprised by someone, maybe a friend or family member 
who comes out with something quite profound, even Christ-like, yet you know that they 
profess no faith that you know of.  

Today we have another parable of God’s kingdom, the parable of the weeds and the wheat.  
The “weeds” referred to in the parable were a specific weed, one known as bearded darnel 
or “bastard wheat”, as the Jews called it. 1  This weed, in its early stages, looked very like 
wheat, and in fact the grain was a similar size to a grain of wheat, but was grey in colour 
and more alarmingly, toxic.  Also, when the identity of the plant - wheat or weed - was known, 
it was too late to pull out the weed because it had entwined its roots with the wheat, so to 
pull out the weed, you would have to pull out the good plant as well. 

The fact that Jesus uses this particular weed in his parable is very deliberate.  It is a warning 
about being too hasty in our judgement of others and of ourselves.  By being too enthusiastic 
in our weeding, we may destroy the good as well as the bad. 

You probably have heard the saying which was a great favourite of a former colleague of 
mine: 
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"There's so much good in the worst of us, and so much bad in the best of us, that it ill 
behooves any of us to find fault with the rest of us." 

There is another rendering of that saying which goes something like this: 

“There's so much good in the worst of us, So much bad in the best of us, Sometimes it's 
hard to say which one of us, Ought to reform the rest of us." 2  

How often are we tempted to try a little reforming of our own … particularly of those closest 
to us?! 

None of us are perfect and we all have a lot of good and some bad in us.  We all have our 
biases and our prejudices and there is a danger of unintentionally doing harm with a well-
meaning effort to do what is right.  

The history of God’s people can be read as a history of good, well-intentioned people 
weeding too zealously:  stoning the prophets, crusading through the holy lands, coercing 
tortured confessions of heresy under the auspices of the Inquisition, burning so-called 
witches, presuming that God favours those with white skin, or those who are male, or those 
who live or think the way we do ... 

Weeding is definitely a tricky business!  It’s for good reason that judgment is not ours - we’re 
no good at it! Attempts to weed out those we deem unfit or unworthy of God’s kingdom have 
always had unintended consequences. The master in the parable warns the servants to 
leave the weeds and the wheat in the field until the harvest, because then the judgment will 
be in God’s hands and will be done with righteousness and mercy. 3  

There is something about this over generous, wasteful God of ours – God loves 
unconditionally, God hopes always that we will make the right choices in life. 

The stories we have been hearing from the Old Testament over the last month or so, have 
been based around Abraham and his family.  They are a great reminder that we are 
discouraged to judge who is fit for God’s blessing and favour.  It is also a reminder that it is 
a person’s whole life which is taken into account, not just quick snap shots. Abraham and 
his descendants frequently fall short of the ideal which we believe God is calling us to, and 
yet Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and so on are remembered as the great patriarchs of our faith.  
Certainly, Jacob, who this week’s Old Testament reading revolves around, is not portrayed 
as particularly pure and upright and yet he is blessed time and again.  Having tricked his 
dying father, Isaac, and taken his brother Esau’s birthright, he is eventually given a new 
name by God, a name which would endure for all time, a name which would become a 
nation: Israel.  

Rather than judge them for their errors, we remember them for their humanity and see the 
example of God’s grace.  And at the end of the day, are we not flawed human beings too?   

Remember, Jesus says: “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  For with the 
judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you 
get.” 4  

Today’s parable is very different from last week’s.  In today’s parable we have the deliberate 
sowing of weeds into someone else’s crop. 

There is much we don’t understand in this world - the nature of evil, why bad things happen 
to good people, why we can try so hard to live good lives and yet always seem to fall short, 
to give in to some temptation or other.  We see the evil in the world, and we want to do 
something about it, but we must beware of doing more harm than good in trying to do so.  
And therefore, there are times when we must take the master’s advice to let it be and leave 
it to God. 
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Of course we must do what we can to make right of wrongs and to prevent evil where we 
are able, but there will be times when it will be beyond our power to stop it and beyond our 
power to understand it.  As much as we want to, we can¹t always make things right.  It takes 
faith to step back and admit that we¹ve done all we can and have the faith and trust that God 
will use the situation ultimately for good. 

Hope comes in that step back, because in doing so, we are acknowledging that we are 
leaving open the possibility that what appears to be a weed may yet produce good fruit. 
Turning it over to God means acknowledging the possibility that the awful things we are 
witnessing or living with or through may yet work in some way for good in God’s hands. 3  

I believe Jesus’ point in telling this parable is to give hope.   

Rather than about gardening, this is a lesson about who should judge, and a reminder that 
we can grow and change.  Jesus is telling us that we must resist our human tendency to 
judge others and ‘uproot’ the weeds because we don’t know which is wheat and which is 
weed.  The Master will make that judgement at harvest time. 

This parable also reminds us that each of us can change and grow, and each of us is 
important to God.  Until the judgement at harvest time, we are a work in progress, a growing 
plant, seeking to be who we have been created to be, seeking to be our real authentic self.  
Unlike a human garden, who pulls out all the weeds to protect the good plants, willing to 
sacrifice the occasional good plant accidently pulled out, God is not willing to lose a single 
good plant.  For God gives us the possibility to choose, and to change as we grow, to 
produce good fruit. 5 

I have asked, through my letters, for you to think about what we want our future to look like, 
I don’t know if you have seriously given it any thought.  Are we hoping for a new and better 
world to emerge from this pandemic?  

I believe that however we perceive our future, we will need to continue to tolerate the weeds 
around us and in ourselves, while at the same time we encourage the growth of the wheat 
by fertilizing it with God's word and Spirit-filled prayer and by focusing on trying to be as 
good a crop of wheat, as authentic a person as we can be while we rely on the faith we have 
that God is working God's plan out, and all the weeds will be taken care of by God. 2  

Revd Sally Buckley 
19 July 2020 
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