
Reflection for Maundy Thursday 2020 

Readings: 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26; John 13: 1-17, 31b-35. 

See also: Matthew 26: 20-46; Mark 14: 17-42; Luke 22: 14-46. 

It has been my custom on the evening of Maundy Thursday, to gather with the 
congregation and remember the events of the last evening of Jesus’ life before 

the actions which we commemorate as Good Friday enfold. 

There are four key elements of this commemoration.  They are:  

1. the Institution of the Eucharist,  

2. the story of the washing of the Disciples Feet,  

3. the giving of a New Commandment,  

4. and the Watch. 

In our reading from Corinthians, we hear Paul recount what had been passed 
down to him: 

Read 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 

23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is 
for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth contains the earliest record of the 
Eucharist.  Paul is believed to have written this letter sometime in the 50s, some 

believe as early as 53 while others as late as 57.  Either way as little as 20 - 25 
years after the original Last Supper.  In comparison, the earliest of the Gospels - 

St Mark’s - is believed to have been written in about 65 (10 years later), with 
Matthew and Luke at least another 5 to 10 years later still. 

While Paul’s version is our oldest, it is possibly the clearest and most accurate to 

what actually happened in that “Upper Room” because by the time the gospels 
were being written, already the writers were beginning to put their own spin, 
their own theology on them. 

In Paul’s, and to a certain extent Luke’s version, Jesus describes himself in 
terms drawn from the Suffering Servant passages in Isaiah, and the attention is 

upon his person and the covenant in him, whereas in Mark and Matthew the 
emphasis has concentrated upon his flesh and blood and his sacrificial death - a 
shift in theology. 

The second part of our commemoration is Jesus’ washing of his disciples’ feet.  
This is very much along the lines of the Servanthood of Jesus. 

Jesus, … 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him.  [John 13: 4-5] 

It was the custom in Jesus’ day when hosting guests, either for the host or more 
usually his servant to greet the guests by washing their feet when they arrived.  
The startling part of this is that it is Jesus himself who does this.   

Just focus a moment on who Jesus is, who we believe him to be, who his 
disciples were realizing him to be. 



Jesus has a point to prove here, a lesson to teach.  His disciples were forever 
bickering about who was the greatest amongst them.  In Luke’s version of the 

Last Supper, the argument broke out straight after they had shared the meal. 

But here, Jesus, son of God, is stripping off and washing his disciples’ feet.  The 
master is taking on the servant role.  How much more should the servant, the 

disciple, even the follower two millennia later, be prepared to take on the servant 
role, in humility, not in pride?   

Jesus says: “For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have 

done to you.”   

This is something which is often over-looked.  The fact that Jesus says of the 

foot washing, of the serving “you also should do as I have done to you”. 

Should we be regularly washing each other’s feet?  Should we regularly be taking 
on the most menial of tasks by way of serving each other? 

And why would we do so?  Because Jesus told us to?  Because it looks good if 
we do?  No.  Out of love. 

The giving of a New Commandment is what set Christians apart.  It did for the 

early church, and it should do so for us.  It always saddens me when I hear of 
bickering amongst Christians, not just between Christians of different 

denominations, but also those from within the same denomination, or even the 
same fellowship.  Unfortunately, it is a fact of life.  Humanity is fatally flawed.  
The one commandment which Jesus gave those who would follow him, is the one 

we seem to find the hardest to keep. 

Love one another, not with the conditional love we usually use in our 

relationships, but that sacrificial love which expects nothing in return, which 
gets buffeted by the winds of change in moods and circumstances, but which 
remains firm.  Jesus still loved, even as he was betrayed and deserted by those 

who had followed his every move for the previous three years. 

“Love one another, just as I have loved you, love one another.” 

At the end of the meal Jesus and his friends went out, across the Kidron Valley 

to the Garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus wanted to pray, but the sense of dread was 
heavy upon him, so he wanted his friends with him, praying for him, near him. 

And so, to the Watch, the Vigil to “wait and pray with me for one hour”.   

Tonight, this Maundy Thursday evening, is all about love - the action of a slave, 
given in love, the sharing of a meal, given in love, and a commandment to love.  

Now it was the disciples turn to give back a little of Jesus’ love.  To support him 
in his hour of need, to pray with him - and yet, they failed to do that.  Sleep and 

selfish distractions got in the way. 

Do we allow our own agendas to get in the way?  Are we able to “wait and pray” 
with Jesus for an hour, or is our response ‘what’s the point?  the soldiers will 

come anyway!’ 

Love doesn’t expect, it doesn’t demand, it just is, waiting, supporting, accepting. 
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