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SERMON for Pentecost 20 – October 27th, 2019. 

Readings:  Jeremiah 14: 7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84: 1-7; 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18; Luke 18: 15-30. 

Today we are acknowledging 120 years since the dedication of St Leonard’s by Dr Riley, 
Bishop of Perth on 31st October 1899.  At that service two adults were baptised and two 
confirmed and the congregation was congratulated on “the splendid little church they had 
built’! 

For the first 15 years of its existence, the church here was referred to as ‘the Mission 
Church’, but in 1914 the local committee decided it was time to choose a name for the 
church.  Four names were put forward to the Bishop: Holy Trinity, St. Leonard, St. Paul and 
St. Phillip, and St Leonard was chosen.  1 

So, who was St. Leonard? 

When I applied for the parish, I thought I had better do some homework!  I knew who St. 
George was supposed to have been, but St. Leonard didn’t ring any bells at all and the 
various books on saints didn’t help much either.   

Thank goodness for Google and Wikipedia!! 

Apparently, the Leonard the church is named for is probably St Leonard of Noblac, in central 
France.  Leonard was a nobleman who lived in the 6th century.  While there is very little 
written about him, he was extremely popular in the late Middle Ages in western Europe.  He 
founded a monastery in Noblac and has the honour of being patron saint of pregnant women, 
particularly those in labour, prisoners and horses!  His feast day is November 6th – which is 
only about 10 days away! 2 

Looking at today’s readings, I wonder what they are saying to you? 

Jeremiah, struggling with the wickedness of Judea, wondering if the Lord had completely 
rejected his people. 

The joy and longing of the psalmist: “My soul has a desire and longing to enter the courts of 
the Lord, my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.” [Ps 84:2] 

In the epistle we have the last instalment of Paul’s letters to Timothy.  Paul knows he is soon 
to die for his faith, and yet he has great faith in God: 

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come.  I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  From now on there is 
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on 
that day ...  [2Tim 4:6-8] 

God, he knows, will be faithful, as he, Paul, has faithfully served God. 

Then we have the Gospel, which is packed full of goodies. 

Where to start? 

I think of Leonard, who this church is named for.  He was born into nobility.  After he 
converted to Christianity, he turned his back on his wealth and became a hermit, until he 
crosses paths with the king.  The king offers him a bishopric, but he rejects that but instead 
founds the Abbey monastery at Noblac. 

What does the Lord require of you?   

The prophet Micah says: “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God.” (Micah 6:8)   
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Later in the book of Jeremiah, he said that if we walked with God, God would put his law 
within us, and would write it on our hearts; and He will be our God, and we shall be his 
people. (Paraphrase Jeremiah 31:33)   

If we had gone with the other Old Testament reading today, the prophet Joel tells us: 

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no 
other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.  Then afterward I will pour out my spirit 
on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and 
your young men shall see visions.  [Joel 2: 27-29] 

How do we achieve this wonderful vision of the reality of God in our midst? 

If we read the account of life in the early church in Acts 2:42-47:  

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 

So, it is my suggestion that, certainly for a trial period, we all of us start a new regime of both 
personal and corporate piety.  Each of us will be expected to do the following things: 

• Spend at least two hours each day in prayer, devotion and contemplation 

• Attend bible study one evening per week 

• Come together one night per week for a community meal 

• Be involved in at least two acts of community service each week 

• Increase our giving to the offertory plate each week 

• Invite someone who is needy to share a meal with us 

• Give away any of our possessions which are not necessary for our on going spiritual 
welfare.    … Pause 

I wonder how long that would last ... even more so, how many people we would have in 
church after a couple of weeks! 

Paul talks very much against the possibility of earning our ticket to heaven.  Eternal life is 
the free gift of God, the undeserved gift of a God who loves his children beyond our 
comprehension, beyond our imagining. 

When Jesus encounters the rich young ruler of today’s reading, he meets in him someone 
who on the surface was a good citizen, who was probably the equivalent of today’s good 
and faithful church goer.  He kept the Law of Moses - he would have certainly kept the 10 
commandments - something that some today hold as the essential tenet of being a Christian. 

Let’s look at him, he probably “had it all - wealth, power, good job, a flash house on the river, 
fine clothes, plenty of good food, a cellar of the best West Australian wines, a garage full of 
expensive cars, a 60 foot cruiser in the marina, a holiday home in Broome.”  

Wealth and social standing and the appearance of being a devout believer. ... And yet 
something was still missing.  There was an emptiness within him. 

I wonder how generous he was with his possessions.   How much he gave to those in need 
around him?  Perhaps this was his weakness because Jesus says to him; “Sell all that you 
own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.” 

And the young man turned away, because the invitation was more than he could bear. 
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Jesus’ sad response was “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 
God!”            Pause 

Mother Theresa talked of poverty as freedom and she is probably right, certainly St Francis 
would have agreed with her.  I wonder if St Leonard would also have agreed.  When we 
have so much, so many possessions, we are often bound by what we see as the 
responsibility to take care of them and for many, to amass more wealth.   

What is Jesus calling us to?  Maybe it is not convenient in our culture or society to “sell 
everything, give to the poor and follow” him, but we do need to reassess our priorities and 
perhaps the beginning of today’s gospel reading gives us the clue we need. 

People were bringing children to be blessed by Jesus - it was the custom for mothers to 
bring their children to a distinguished rabbi to have them blessed.  His disciples, in an effort 
to protect him, were trying to stop them from bothering Jesus.  But Jesus stopped them and 
encouraged the children to come to him, holding them up as an example of who will enter 
the kingdom. 

“Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never 
enter it.”  Luke 18:17 

What is it about children that we can learn from?   

William Barclay outlines four qualities:   

Children have a sense of wonder, of joy, of perception and of imagination.  They recognise 
and celebrate the magic of creation - sunbeams, stars, clouds, ladybirds, flowers.   

They have in built trust.  They don’t doubt that they will be provided for, where the next meal 
is coming from, that home will be there when they get back from school, that their parents 
know what direction they are going when they go on a journey. 

There is a natural obedience - while children will often ‘try you out’, he argues that their 
natural tendency is to do as they have been asked. 

And finally, children have an amazing capacity to forgive and forget.  Children rarely hold 
grudges, even when they are disappointed again and again. 3 

It is sad that our church is lacking in children.  A colleague was telling me a story recently of 
how some of her parishioners were objecting to an area screened off for Sunday school, in 
their hall.  It made the area for morning tea after church that much smaller.  We need children 
in our church, we need to encourage and make them feel welcome … how else will our 
church survive and all the wonderful work and service you have put in continue?  Or will this 
beautiful building, dedicated to the worship of God 120 years ago be recommissioned for 
another purpose? 

Jesus always had time for children of all ages.  It didn’t matter how tired, how pressured, 
how sad he was.  Even, as at the time in our story, when he was going up to Jerusalem for 
his trial and crucifixion.”  a 

I wonder what it is Jesus is calling us to?  Is it to live the unrealistic life of piety which I began 
to list before?  I wonder what Jesus is telling us to sell, get rid of or let go of?   

Or is he calling us to be as a child again?  “To keep alive the sense of wonder, to live in 
unquestioning trust, instinctively to obey, to forgive and forget - that is the children’s spirit, 
and that is the passport to the kingdom.”  4   

The Lord is with you.  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley 
27 October 2019. 
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