
St Francis Day 2020                                                                    Alison Kershaw 

Sirach 3.17-23, Psalm 148, Galatians 6.14-18, Matthew 11.25-30 

 

Christ Jesus, teach us to be gentle and humble in heart,  

and in your grace: Hear our prayer 

 

This morning, we sing praises for the cosmos – for every atom of it – for all dimensions and 

forms of life. And in this unique corner, we give thanks for [local season, landforms and 

creatures, e.g]. granite outcrops starred with lichen, white sands and wild seas, cooing 

bronze-wings, nesting honeyeaters, mobs of kangaroos, towering karris, wind shaped 

blackbutts, and wildflowers without number.  

 

May we learn from indigenous custodians, from ecologists, from poets and gardeners, how to 

walk softly on this endangered land. 

 

Christ Jesus, teach us to be gentle and humble in heart,  

and in your grace: Hear our prayer 

 

In this year of fires, pandemic disease, and global instability, when there seems no end to 

ignorance, injustice, or conflict, we pray for those who suffer or despair.  

 

May we learn from peacemakers, from steadfast reformers, from those moved by quiet yet 

resolute passion, how to bring hope and healing to our troubled times. 

 

Christ Jesus, teach us to be gentle and humble in heart,  

and in your grace: Hear our prayer 

 

We give thanks today for St Francis and his example of sincere and joyful living - in 

harmony with creation and showing compassion to all. We give thanks for his followers who 

seek to break down barriers and spread a spirit of love. 

 

May we learn from the clear-eyed, from the still and prayerful ones, from generous souls, 

how we might make your love known in the world. 

 

Christ Jesus, teach us to be gentle and humble in heart,  

and in your grace: Hear our prayer 

 

At all times, we pray for those who are unhappy or unloved, for those whose lives are 

complicated or stressful, for those drained by ill-health or pain, for all we now call to mind … 

 

We come to you, we who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and seek your rest. 

And we give thanks that those who once shared this life of beauty and care, now reside in 

peace. 

 

May we learn from the unpretentious, the contented in spirit, the open hearted, how to live 

simply, how to love this earth and one another.  

 

Christ Jesus, teach us to be gentle and humble in heart,  

and in your grace: Hear our prayer 


