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… rekindle the gift of God that is within you … guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the 

help of the Holy Spirit living in us” (2 Timothy.1.6, 14) 

However ancient out texts, and despite some clashes between the social mindset of their writers and 

21st century readers, there is often a great ring of familiarity to them – something universal and 

timeless.  It seems that every stage of human history is marked by struggle, difficulty, conflict, and 

despair on the one hand, and by various degrees of peace-making, understanding, reform and hope, on 

the other. And in most ages, there are those prophetic voices, like that of Habakkuk, who speak out 

the awful truth, who lament trouble, destruction and injustice, who stand at their watch-post and 

station themselves upon the rampart, ready to hear enact the truth. For such prophets, time often drags 

and progress is unbearably slow: “How long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you 

‘Violence!’ and you will not save?” 

Habakkuk implores God for a response to his urgent questions, but the short book concludes: 

“Though the fig-tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines … yet I will rejoice in the Lord …  

God, the Lord, is my strength; 

he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 

and makes me tread upon the heights. (Habakkuk 3.17, 19) 

 

No matter how dauting the prospects, the prophet discovers his own God given strength, finds an 

internal source of energy and inspiration. 

  

The challenge of today’s texts is not just to look to Biblical prophets such as Habakkuk, or to 

remember prophetic voices from times past, such as William Wilberforce - who fought some 46 years 

to abolish slavery  and died just  three days after being assured the act would pass through Parliament 

- but to the prophetic voices calling out in our own streets for intelligent and ethical action in regard to 

the climate emergency, asylum seekers, new proposals to frack agricultural and indigenous lands, to 

name a few issues of our challenging times.  Digging even deeper, they also ask us to discover our 

own prophetic voice, so we might not just observe approvingly of the actions of others. They also give 

us the strength and reassurance necessary to face these things and not be overwhelmed, so we might 

lightly tread like a deer upon the heights of our own lives and times. 

Psalm 37 give us further encouragement – that we ought not to be consumed by the darkness of the 

times or eaten up with anger against those do wrong in the world, but be still and strong and calm:  

 

Trust in the Lord and do good 

and you shall dwell in the land 

and feed in safe pastures. 

Let the Lord be your delight: 

  and he will grant your heart’s desire. 

Commit your way to the Lord:  

trust him and he will act.  

He will make your righteousness 

shine as clear as the light: 

and your innocence as the noonday” (Psalm 37. 3-6) 

 

Again, peace is gained by drawing on an indwelling strength – there is a sense of the divine acting 

within and also through us – as we commit our way to the Lord – as we orientate our minds and our 

lives towards the doing of good. 



The letter to Timothy, is likewise set against a background of conflict and disintegration. The 

movement that Paul hoped to establish has come up against a few problems – a familiar story of 

disagreements, confusion over teachings, discord and desertions. It reads as a very personal 

communication– with its reference to Timothy’s grandmother Lois and mother Eunice, and with its 

encouragement to keep the flame alive. It is mostly accepted that the letter in this form was actually 

written after Paul’s death, and that these personal elements may either be surviving fragments – or 

else written in the genre of a poignant personal letter in support of Paul and his legacy.  Either way, it 

is most clearly an appeal to the heart. It is not concerned with the finer points of theology – but with 

the core and soul of Christian life – “the grace given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began” – an 

eternal truth now revealed in Jesus and living on in us.  

Rekindle the gift of God that is within you … Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with 

the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. (2 Tim. 1.6, 14) 

As in Psalm 37, protect what is most precious within yourself – “be still”, “do not be vexed”, “let go 

of anger and abandon wrath” – perhaps more easily said than done when following current affairs, or 

coming face to face with opponents, but there is nothing to be gained by vexation and anger if it 

results in debilitating depression and useless anxiety. Guard your core where your treasure lies – 

where the Holy Spirit living in you will guide and protect you. 

And finally we come to the gospel, which although not as fiendishly confusing as the parable of the 

dishonest steward we had a couple of weeks back, still requires some mental dexterity to understand, 

and let’s be honest – this tale of masters and slaves will have many of us squirming in our 21st century 

seats – I’m sure it made Wilberforce squirm as well back in the 17 and 1800s. But first, the relatively 

easy part – the apostles exhort Jesus - “Increase our faith!” Jesus responds in a typically challenging 

manner: “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed” - i.e. a tiny amount - you could command a 

mulberry tree to grow in the sea – i.e. do the impossible.  Jesus is being hyperbolic – we are not 

expected to subvert the laws of the universe or perform magic, but with a just a tiny seed of faith we 

can do much.  The word if here can also be translated as since: Since you already have the seed of 

faith, look within, and find all you need. It’s not about how much faith you have – because faith is not 

something we can decide to get more of – we only have to discover and, as the letter to Timothy urges 

us, to tend the treasure already entrusted to us.  

But then Jesus asks who among his hearers would invite a slave, who has just ploughed their field, or 

tended their sheep, to sit down at the table – who would not say instead – prepare the supper, put on 

your apron and serve me – you can have yours later. Do you thank the slave for just doing what was 

commanded? he asks. The complacent answer of his privileged listeners or simply those listeners who 

accepted the given order of things, would be ‘No, of course not – they are slaves.” Ouch. But then, to 

shake their complacency and bring everyone down to the same level, Jesus turns it back on them: So, 

you also, like the worthless slaves (i.e. those who own nothing, rather than being useless) should not 

expect thanks for just doing what you ought to have done. 

Now perhaps we should start with what Jesus is not saying: he is nor saying that we are worthless, or 

that God is like a master who doesn’t deign to invite us to his table. Quite the opposite. The social 

structure of master and slave was integral to the world Jesus lived in and he uses it metaphorically to 

make a point. It is hard for us to read this exactly as it is meant, but it helps to remember that Jesus 

always identified himself as one who came to serve, not to be waited upon.  

This life, lived in love and service, is enough. You don’t need any more than this he says – you don’t 

need to be any more than you already are. Since you are so blessed and graced, this simple, focused 

way of being is its own reward – no accolades are necessary.   And so, with great relief, we can shift 

our attention away from spiritual achievements and seeking praise, from agonising over degrees of 

faith and doubt, to “rekindling the gift of God that is within us”  - the gift that stirs the prophetic 

embers of our hearts into action, and the treasure that will sustain us through all the struggles of our 

life and times. 

Amen. 


