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We endeavour to be an expression of God’s love  
in the community 
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Book Exchange A book exchange has been set up in the 
porch of St Leonard’s – Pick a book & leave a book for someone else 
to enjoy. All kinds of books – from the profound to the pot-boiler! 
 

DIRECT GIVING: BSB: 706-001 ACCT: 3000 4673 Online only 

quote ‘Offertory’ in description 

Cheques to PO Box 277 Denmark WA 6333 

Cash: Hand deliver to Treasurer, 5 Mt. Shadforth Rd. Denmark. 
 

May 3rd 2020 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Year A 

 

Praying Together though Apart 
Weekly: This sheet, prayers, letters & sermons are emailed and posted in the 
website, or printed copies are left in the porch of St L for collection. Also check 
the website for recordings of prayers, photos etc. 
 
A booklet of Morning & Evening Prayers for ongoing use has been distributed 
and is on the website, with print copies in the porch of St L. 
Simple Table Services by Keith Slater: After the success of the Holy Week 

services, Keith has prepared a second volume for the period from today to 

Trinity Sunday (7th June). These can be viewed/downloaded from the website. If 

you would like a printed copy left in the porch, please phone or email (see front 

of this sheet).                                              www.denmarkanglican.org.au 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

God of all power, 

you called from death our Lord Jesus, 

the great shepherd of the sheep: 
send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, 
to heal the injured, 
and to feed one another with understanding; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.                    APBA 
 

Acts 2.42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and 
signs were being done by the apostles.  All who believed were together and had 
all things in common;  they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts,  praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

  
We come to the gate of your heart - ready to pour forth our hurts, and fears, 

ready to admit our tiredness and stress. And we bring with us all needing 

comfort, strength and restoration of spirit …   

 

We also remember those with whom we have shared our lives, and give thanks 

that we are each called into your marvellous light. 

 

Guiding Christ, as you have delighted and loved, suffered and overcome, so 

may we enter by your gate into life – in all its wonder, difficulty, mystery and 

abundance.   

Christ, our Guide: open wide the Gate of Life 

 

OFFERTORY We need all parishioners to continue to give regularly 
(weekly/fortnightly/or monthly etc) to remain viable - Many Thanks 

 
 

mailto:denmarkanglican@gmail.com


Psalm 23 

1 The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I lack nothing. 
2 He will make me lie down in green pastures: and lead me beside still waters. 
3 He will refresh my soul: and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. 
5 You spread a table before me in the face of those who trouble me: 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 
6 Surely your goodness and loving-kindness will follow me all the days of my life: 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

1 Peter 2.1-10 

 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all 
slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a 
living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 For it stands in scripture: 
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
     a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 
 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
     has become the very head of the corner’, and 
‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
     and a rock that makes them fall.’  
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

John 10.1-10 

 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 

climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.  The one who enters by the gate is 

the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 

hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 

they know his voice.  They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 

because they do not know the voice of strangers.’  Jesus used this figure of speech 

with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  So again Jesus 

said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who came 

before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the 

gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 

pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly.     NRSV 

 

This week’s Prayers are also recorded on the website - Alison 

Christ, our Guide: open wide the Gate of Life    

 

We approach the gate to your wondrous garden with curious anticipation, 

then venture out in all directions to explore forest trails, savannah plains, 

hidden coves, ocean tracts, and the universe of our own backyard.  

 

As you have given so abundantly, so may we contribute to the common, 

caring for our patch of earth and all its creatures.  

Christ, our Guide: open wide the Gate of Life 

  

We open the door of compassion with feelings of inadequacy – we see so 

many people in desperate situations. We pray for all suffering through the 

pandemic, and the ongoing trauma of displacement and poverty.  

 

We give thanks for the courage and sacrifice of health and aid workers and 

pray for the wisdom to know where and how we can act most effectively in 

the world and our community. 

As you have loved so extravagantly, so may we be generous with our time 

and resources.  

Christ, our Guide: open wide the Gate of Life 

 

We enter the mystery you have made so real. We give thanks for the opening 

of your word and pray for those with whom we long to share bread and wine.  

 

We give thanks for Revd Sally’s presence, and for the creative ways 

churches are finding to connect and to assist. We pray this will be a time for 

deep reflection on the doors we might close and those we might open.   

 

As you have thrown open the gate of wisdom to all, so may we be eager to 

enter along with all who come looking, questioning, and desiring.  

Christ, our Guide: open wide the Gate of Life                             / cont’d …             


