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SERMON for Pentecost 19 - October 20th, 2019. 

Readings: Genesis 32: 22-31; Psalm 121; 2 Timothy 3: 10- 4: 5; Luke 18: 1-14. 

I remember years ago, doing an exercise where we were first encouraged to write down our favourite 
verses from Scripture.  We then were asked to describe some of the characteristics of God.  We 
were then encouraged to look at our favourite verses to see if there was a connection with our 
perception of who we believed God to be.  It was very interesting to see that, in the most, the verses 
we had chosen did in fact reflect our perception of God. 

It is an exercise you might try sometime. 

In our readings this morning, I see a couple of themes emerge - being persistent and being faithful. 

Our first reading is the story of Jacob, alone in the desert, wrestling with God.  After his many years 
of servitude to Laban, his father-in-law, he has left to return to Canaan with his two wives and their 
entourage.  By morning his hip joint has been injured but he has a new name!  Israel – “for you have 
striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 

One can certainly say he was persistent, working 14 years so he could marry Rachel, who he had 
fallen in love with, first having been tricked into marrying her older sister Leah. 

Jacob’s battle with the unknown man / angel / God in the desert has been interpreted to signify the 
difficulties and struggles that not only Jacob would experience, but would also be experienced by 
the nation of Israel, which would come as a result of his descendants.  They would be blessed by 
God, but life would not be easy.  We know, reading the Old Testament, the story of Israel and the 
difficulties they had in remaining faithful to God, the Lord God of their ancestors. 

In the Epistle, we have Paul’s letter to his young protégé, Timothy, he begins this section: 

Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 

steadfastness, my persecutions, and my suffering the things that happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and 

Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.  

We have observed his trials and tribulations, we have observed the very danger he has been in, his 
persistence and faith, and yet, the Lord rescued him time and again! 

Our Gospel reading is made up of two parables: first, the widow and the judge, and then the Pharisee 
and the tax collector.  This morning I am only going to explore the first. 

In this parable of the Widow and the Judge, there is the underlying message about being persistent 
in faith, not to give up, to trust that God will deliver what is good for us.   

And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night?  Will he delay long in helping 

them?  I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them.  Jesus says. 

A friend tells the story from his young adulthood.  He had not long got his driver’s license when he 
is caught for speeding.  In many countries a speeding fine incurs a court appearance, and so it was 
for him.  He talks about his dad telling him to dress smartly, wear a tie and to act like an adult.  He 
sat and watched and waited until it was his turn, and remarked: 

”I watched as other people were punished in various ways for their crimes.  The judge never smiled.  
He just handed out sentences.  He never seemed to listen to all the excuses that people were laying 
before him.” 

He continued: 

From childhood until somewhere around age 30, my perception of God was much like my perception 
of that judge. For a lot of years, I believed in a serious God who hardly ever smiled.  I believed in a 
God that I ought not to approach unless I was first dress properly. 

I believed in a God whose main job was to dispense appropriate punishment for appropriate 
violations, and mercy was dispensed in very limited quantities... 

And so for years, I had no problem with the parable of the "Judge and the Widow" that Jesus tells in 
today's Gospel. It's true that the judge in the parable is a bit of a scoundrel, but I always chalked that 
up to dramatic license on the part of Jesus. 
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Here is a judge that knows full and well that widows had very few rights, ranking right down there 
with orphans, and so he is annoyed to think that this woman is clogging up his calendar with a case 
that shouldn't have even been put on the court list in the first place.  [1] 

In this parable, which of the characters do you relate to?  Which of the characters represents God to 
you?  The judge?  or the widow? 

Many, as I have said, see God as a judge figure, doling out the punishments which fit our sins, and 
yet, what if you consider the Widow as the God figure? 

Some of you may be familiar with the picture “Light of the World” referring to Revelation 3: 20 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hears my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him…” 

You see, you don’t have to dress yourself up to be in God’s presence, we have a “come as you are” 
God.  God doesn’t live to hand out punishments and rewards, God lives to love and to guide in love. 

The church has spent an inordinate amount of time over the years talking about how important it is 
for us to pursue God. Pray harder, pray longer, pray more frequently, have more faith. But precious 
little has been said about how God pursues us.  We have been told over and over again that we can 
get closer to God if we do good works, if we pray just the right prayer and often enough, if we make 
the perfect offering, if we put on our moral sports coat and match it with the tie of respectable living.... 

And Jesus comes along and says, "Stop!  Sit still for a minute... If you have ears to hear then listen, 
if you have eyes to see then look." 

God has never ceased to pursue you. 

God has been at every turn in your life. 

God knocks and waits no matter how cold it is on the outside.... waits to embrace us and to gather 
us as a mother hen gathers her brood under her wing. 

Our spirituality, our faith, shouldn’t be about us hunting for God, nearly as much as about discovering 
God’s unswerving pursuit of us.  That pursuit is relentless, yet loving, gentle, yet with urgency, never 
angry, but always willing.  Perhaps we just need to take the time occasionally to stop and wait and 
listen for that “still small voice”, to listen for the knocking on the door of our heart, and to respond. 

The widow never holds a gun to the judge’s head, she just keeps coming back.  The judge in this 
parable shows us a great deal about who God is not.  The widow shows us a great deal about who 
God is! 

God will not pull us kicking and screaming into the Kingdom against our will, but God will constantly 
and unceasingly nag every one of us with God’s divine Word and divine love. [1]  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley tssf 
20 October, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFERENCES: 

Based in part on Bill Adams from his sermon The Nagging Love of God posted in 2004 on gospeltalk. and as quoted in 
P21C07. 


