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THE SERMON – Pentecost 15 - September 22nd, 2019. 

Readings: Amos 8: 4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2: 1-10; Luke 16: 1-13; 

Some years ago, I came across a rather amusing story, posted on the email group I belong 
to.  The discussion had been on the gospel for this week and particularly the dishonest 
steward.   

The story concerned a church where the writer had been the pastor and the incident 
happened during the time of a previous incumbent.  Apparently “one hot day, a small 
problem in the church’s ventilation system caused a parish councilor to venture out onto the 
roof.  Much to his surprise he discovered a well-developed farm.  It seems that the pastor 
had a clever son – he used this space to grow marijuana which he sold at quite a neat little 
profit. 

While my ‘e-friend’ was serving that church, every time the people were looking for money 
for a new project or a needed repair, invariably, someone would bring up in jest the option 
of growing marijuana on the roof of the church.  He said the thing that he valued about that 
congregation was their willingness to think and act outside of the box.  Perhaps the lad had 
inspired them! 

I think that if Jesus had been passing through town, he would have taken notice of the 
pastor’s son, just as he took notice at what had transpired with the rich man and his 
manager.  Likewise, I think that Jesus would have commended the pastor’s son for his 
creativity and commended us to go “do likewise.”  1 

Our Aussie psyche loves the battler, the under-dog.  Don’t get me wrong, we like success 
as well – we only have to look at what happens in the sporting arena to see that – but the 
funny thing is, we don’t like too much success.  We like to see the battler make good, but 
we don’t like him to become too successful, because then, something else in our national 
psyche kicks in – the Tall Poppy syndrome.  If someone gets too successful or popular, we 
then want to know every intimate detail of their life, and when they don’t come up to 
expectations, we start to criticize them, to tear them down off the pedestal we put them on. 

Another side of this, is the popularity of the anti-heroes, the villains, those who challenge 
authority, and is probably why I found the story of the pastor’s son slightly amusing rather 
than scandalous.  One good example of this is how a notorious bush ranger, like Ned Kelly, 
can become a national hero or icon.  I am not sure if this comes from our rich convict history, 
but Aussies are often seen around the world as a race that has scant regard for authority. 

The gospel reading this morning, is part of a series of sayings and warnings to those whose 
wealth and cunning is blinding them to the need to respond to the gospel, and to give 
direction on using your wealth to help others.   

What took me by surprise is Jesus’ apparent praise for the steward’s behaviour.  When I 
first read it I found myself getting indignant, thinking, how could Jesus condone this type of 
behaviour?! 

But, of course, he doesn’t!  It is like the danger of relying on a text message or an email as 
‘gospel’ – we don’t and can’t know the tone, the nuances, the sender meant it to be taken.  
Have you ever been caught out that way?  Something you meant as a joke, or laced with 
sarcasm, was taken seriously? 

What Jesus is saying is, that it is often the case that people who have no religious affiliation, 
who are totally immersed in their day to day living, are so focused and determined on 
succeeding in their world, that they put everything aside to gain their goal.  Jesus is 
suggesting that if only believers were as eager and ingenious in their attempts to attain 
eternal life.   
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If only humankind would give as much attention to the things which concern their soul as 
they do to the things which concern their pockets, they would be much better people.   

Time and again, a person will spend twenty times the amount of time and money and effort 
on their pleasure, their hobby, their garden, their sport, as they would on their church, or on 
what they offer each Sunday for God’s work.  One commentator suggested that our 
Christianity will begin to be real and effective only when we spend as much time and effort 
on it as we do on our worldly activities.   

That is one lesson to come from this parable.  A second is centred on another strange saying 
of Jesus in verse 9.   

Jesus says: “I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that 
when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.”   

The master in the parable commends the steward not for his dishonesty but for his wise 
foresight in preparing for the future.  Similarly, the believer is to make wise use of material 
resources so that they will bring eternal benefit and reward.  This could be done in two ways: 

First, as it affects eternity.  The Rabbis had a saying; “The rich help the poor in this world, 
but the poor help the rich in the world to come.”  It was a Jewish belief that charity given to 
poor people would stand to a person’s credit in the world to come.  A person’s true wealth 
would consist not in what he kept, but in what he gave away.  There is one thing I have 
noticed in life – the more you give, the more you have to give. 

Second, it could be done as it affects this world.  A person can use their wealth selfishly or 
they can use it to make life easier, not only for themselves but for their friends and those 
around them.  How often is a researcher or a scholar forever grateful to a rich benefactor 
who gave or left money towards a research grant or a university scholarship which has 
enabled vital research to be undertaken or a university career possible.  Or a person who 
has really hit hard times but has had a friend step in and helped him in a really practical way.   

Possessions in themselves are not a sin, money in itself is not evil, but they are a great 
responsibility and the person who has used their wealth to help another has gone some way 
in discharging that responsibility.   

It is my belief that it is the motivation behind our actions, our words, our deeds which is the 
most important.  Is the motivation for our own protection, advancement or gain, as in the 
‘shrewd steward’; or do we do things as a thanksgiving, out of our blessedness, for others? 

The Lord is with you.  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley 
September 22, 2019. 
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