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So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 

[Luke 11.9] 

 

When I need to let off steam I often put on a favourite CD, turn up the volume and dance till I am too out of puff to 

dance anymore. I am showing my age, firstly because I play CDs rather than stream music from the internet, secondly 

because the time it takes to get to that puffed out stage is a bit shorter than it used to be – a few tracks rather than a 

whole album - and thirdly because I revert to old favourites from the 70s and 80s and early 90s. Graham is much more 

up to date than I am but when I need a good dance I revert to Peter Gabrielle, The Pogues, and The Jam, who were at 

least cool in their day, but sometimes, more embarrassingly, I confess I play Rod Stewart. 

 

As I was thinking about this teaching of Jesus – how to pray for the kingdom to come, and to ask, to search, and to 

knock with persistence – I found myself in a ‘needing to let off steam’ frame of mind. This was for many reasons, 

personal and political, and I won’t indulge in the particulars - for each one of us will have our own sources of disquiet 

or frustration, our own reasons to pray for the kingdom to come and things to be righted. In this frame of mind, I felt 

the urge to dance and the soaring vocals of my old heart throb, Bono, and the driving rhythms of the Irish rock band, 

U2 came to mind: 

 
I have climbed the highest mountains 

I have run through the fields 

Only to be with you 

Only to be with you 

I have run I have crawled 

I have scaled these city walls 

These city walls 

Only to be with you 

But I still haven't found 

What I'm looking for 

But I still haven't found 

What I'm looking for … 

I believe in the Kingdom come 

Then all the colours will bleed into one 

Bleed into one 

But yes, I'm still running 

You broke the bonds 

and you loosened chains 

carried the cross of my shame, of my shame 

You know I believe it 

But I still haven't found 

What I'm looking for 

But I still haven't found 

What I'm looking fori

Bono is a free-wheeling, free-thinking Christian, born to an Irish family with a Catholic father and Anglican/Protestant 

mother. He does not identify with one particular church but has sung passionately about the sectarian violence in his 

own country, as well as being committed to helping the kingdom come around the world by finding solutions to world 

poverty and campaigning for the cancelling of third world debt. I also admire him for the emphasis he places upon 

honesty in the Christian life – he speaks of experiencing grace, but also of how the search, the yearning, the pains of 

life continue. In the worlds of another U2 song based on Psalm 40 “How long, how long, how long, How long, to sing 

this song.”ii 

 

In a short film about the Psalms where he is in conversation with Eugene Peterson, translator of The Message modern 

language version of the Bible, he expresses frustration with so much modern Christian music – which he says is more 

like “advertising” for God. “We don’t have to please God in any other way than to be brutally honest,” he says. “That 

is the root …We don’t need to label music “Christian,” or not Christian. Creation screams God’s name. So you don’t 

have to stick a sign on every tree … This has really, really got to stop. I want to hear a song about the breakdown in 

your marriage, I want to hear songs of justice, I want to hear rage at injustice…”iii  

It strikes me that the same might be said of prayer. The way Jesus taught us to pray is with honesty. With yearning for 

the kingdom to come, acknowledging our need of the basics of life provided by the earth, recognising that we need 

forgiveness, that our relations with others need healing, admitting that we fear the times of trial. We also learn from 

Jesus that we need times apart, to pray in solitude. In such times, we needn’t worry whether our sentiments might be 

labelled Christian or not, for as Bono says, the whole of creation screams God’s name – we have only to honestly bare 

our thoughts, fears, concerns and hopes and our doubts – to become vulnerable in the presence of God. 

And one such prayer might be ‘How is that I can believe that Christ frees me, and yet I still haven’t found what I’m 

looking for?’ The second part of Jesus’ teaching concerning prayer addresses this restless aspect of our spiritual life.  



The point of the story of the person who keeps on knocking at his neighbour’s door until he answers it and gives him 

what he asks, is persistence. Even if the neighbour won’t get up out of friendship for the man banging on his door in 

the middle of the night, in the end he has to get up “because of his persistence.” It is one of the wonders of being 

human – that we are endlessly aspire to better things, that we are curious seekers, constantly reforming, forever on a 

quest of one kind or another. And we can see around us, that the kingdom has not yet fully come and there is much 

work to be done. We still haven’t found what we’re looking for – but is this because God is like the grumpy sleepy 

reluctant neighbour that fails to heed us unless are really persistent?   

I don’t believe so. Even though we often hear people praying in this way, I don’t think Jesus is pointing to a God who 

will step in and fix things for us if we badger God long enough. God is not a magician granting wishes, yet we often 

hear Christians speaking that way. We hear people saying their prayers have been answered in the most trivial of 

matters, when prayers all around for the world for an end to suffering go seemingly unheeded. The answer to this 

anomaly is not that we have failed to pray hard enough, or that God has denied our requests for mysterious reasons of 

his own. The answer is that we have not actually prayed for the kingdom to come in the way Jesus taught us. God 

provides the basics, the ground of our existence – our daily bread and grace – but God will not feed the hungry, or end 

the wars, or make our society more compassionate, or save the environment that sustains us. We have to do these 

things – but we can’t do them alone. Which leads us to the next question: 

If God is not a wish-granting magician, how can Jesus be so very certain that we will receive what we so sincerely and 

honestly ask for, that we will find what we are looking for, that the door we knock upon will be opened? And what is 

it in the end, after all our asking, searching, and knocking, that the Father actually gives us? “The heavenly Father” 

says Jesus, will “give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” As Debie Thomas writes in her contribution to this 

week’s installment of the online magazine Journey with Jesus:  

“That’s it.  That’s all … here’s the actual promise: when we pray, when we persist in prayer, when we name our 

longings in prayer without fear or compromise, God will never fail to give us God’s own, abundant, indwelling and 

overflowing self as the Answer we actually need … We pray because we yearn and our yearning is precious to 

God.  And we pray because what we need most — whether we recognize it or not — is God’s own Spirit pouring 

God’s self into us.  With words, without words, through laughter, through tears, in hope, and in despair, our prayers 

usher in God’s Spirit, and remind us that we are not alone in this broken, aching world.  God’s Spirit is our Yes. God’s 

Spirit is our guarantee.”iv 

So, the more honest we are with ourselves, and the more authentic we are in prayer of whatever kind, the more “we 

usher in God’s Spirit.” Persistent asking, longing, hoping, aspiring, searching, questioning, insisting, even expressions 

of rage or despair – these are the very ways we receive, find, and open our hearts to the beautiful Spirit that the 

disciples saw in Jesus as he prayed.  

May the same Spirit dwell in you. 
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