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SERMON for Pentecost 2 - June 14th, 2020. 

Suggested hymns: 
 TiS 131 Father of heaven, whose love profound 
 TiS 549 God be in my head 
 TiS 450 Spread, O spread, almighty word 
 TiS 161 Tell out my soul 

Readings:  Genesis 18: 1-15; Psalm 116: 1-2, 11-18; Romans 5: 1-11; Matthew 9: 35 - 10: 8. 

In the last two weeks, our Gospel readings have been focused on Jesus, just prior to his ascension, 
sending out the disciples to share the Good News, to preach and teach and to make believers of all 
people. 

In today’s gospel reading we have an early account of Jesus’ disciples being sent out. First, Jesus 
chooses his twelve closest disciples and calls them into a special relationship with him.  Of course, 
these twelve later become the twelve, and what a motley bunch they are too! 

Fishermen, a tax collector (a very unpopular occupation at any time of history and in Jesus day, 
Matthew would have been treated as an outcast), a political activist and someone no one trusted 
and suspected of being a thief.  God tends to make surprising and unexpected choices when he 
calls people to serve him, perhaps even those least likely to succeed!  The important thing to 
remember is that they were just ordinary people, they weren’t especially trained with university 
degrees or doctorates in mission, they were ordinary men, who had laid down their everyday 
occupations to follow Jesus. 

Now, Jesus wanted to send them out to take his message that God’s kingdom was near.  That God 
cares for his creation so much that he wants everyone to be well, to be whole, to care about each 
other, and to turn back to God.  It is a message which is just as important today! 

But if you were planning to undertake a great epic journey, or to fulfil some difficult task, who would 
you take with you? ... Would you just grab a group of your friends, anyone willing to go with you, or 
would you pick and choose each one for their skills and talents?  Certainly not the motley crew that 
Jesus drew around him! 

I don’t know if you are familiar with The Message version of the Bible.  It is not necessarily a strictly 
accurate translation, but it puts the general thrust of what a passage is trying to say to us in very 
contemporary language, very modern and often very direct.  I would like to read a little bit of today’s 
reading from it, and a little further on: 

5Jesus sent his twelve harvest hands out with this charge: 
“Don’t begin by traveling to some far-off place to convert unbelievers. And don’t try to be dramatic by 

tackling some public enemy. 6Go to the lost, confused people right here in the neighborhood. 7Tell them that 
the kingdom is here. 8Bring health to the sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. 
You have been treated generously, so live generously. 

9“Don’t think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign before you start. 10You don’t need a lot of 
equipment. You are the equipment, and all you need to keep that going is three meals a day. Travel light.  1 

What I like, which really jumps out at me from this version is: 

“You don’t need a lot of equipment.  You are the equipment.” 

The world in which we live is in a mess, full of negativity, injustice, violence and suspicion, let alone 
in the grips of a pandemic and, at times, there seems very little hope.  When ever we read the 
newspaper or watch or listen to the news, it always seems to be doom and gloom.  The world could 
be quite open to a bit of good news, to a bit of hope, to people going around doing good things, 
helping people to be well and whole again.  

Like those twelve disciples, sent out by Jesus to heal the sick and spread good news, so we are 
called. 

Life isn’t always easy or fair, and I love the passage from this morning’s Epistle.  Paul writing to the 
church in Rome, laying down his bone fides before travelling to Rome. 
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…we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 2 

While life can be difficult, stressful and far from easy, there is something in our ‘sufferings’ which 
helps us to grow, to have depth, resilience … through our suffering, we find endurance, which gives 
us character, and produces hope.  That hope is fed by the fact that we know God and God’s love 
through the Holy Spirit. 

God calls each one of us into relationship.  Into relationship with this multifaceted God, Creator, 
Source of all Being, Redeemer, Life-giving Spirit.  Into relationship with each other, sharing the gift 
of God within us, the Good News, the Hope which is implanted deeply within our very soul.  Often 
we feel inadequate, or a failure because we aren’t full of profound or wise words, but God calls me, 
like God calls you, like God called Abraham and Sarah to start a nation, like God called the twelve 
to be Apostles, messengers, like God called Paul … God calls us to be all we can be in God’s service. 

A dear friend told me years ago that the most effective witness, was not clever words or flashy deeds, 
it was simply living a Christ-like life, humbly, quietly and openly, being true to who I am.  Letting my 
life, my actions speak louder than words. 4 

[William] “Barclay says that we do this by showing not by talking: "Our duty is not to talk to men about 
Jesus Christ, but to show him to them".  And  "We teach Christianity not by talking about it but by 
living it". ... St. Francis [of Assisi] ... said, "Preach the Gospel. If necessary, use words"” 5 

The Psalmist, after professing his love for the Lord, asks ‘How shall I repay the Lord, for all his 
benefits to me?’ [Ps. 116: 11] 

Our response to that love, that calling is to be the very unique person each of us was created to be, 
as Spong puts it “to live fully, love wastefully, and be all we can be.”  To live to our full potential. 

I believe that as Christ-followers in the world today, here and now, we are to be Christ’s presence in 
the world - and that being who God created us to be is our most effective witness - bringing Christ’s 
love and acceptance to others.  He has asked us to provide the gentle healing touch to those who 
are in need of acceptance, forgiveness, love and understanding.  We are called to follow, with the 
sensitivity and compassion of Jesus, reaching out and touching the lives, the hearts and the souls 
of others.  

Jesus was able to take a really motley group of people and turn them into a group of people who 
would help to change the world.  We too are called to make a difference: 

“You have been treated generously, so live generously. ....  We don’t need a lot of equipment.  We 
are the equipment.”   

Though you may think that you are the last people on earth God would entrust his commission to, 
within each of one us is the ability to speak the good news, to bring comfort, peace, and hope to 
others, just by being ourselves - a blessed child of God - a vital piece of God’s equipment.  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley 
14 June 2020 
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