
 1 

SERMON for Pentecost 22 - November 10th, 2019. 

Readings: Job 19: 23-27a; Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17; Luke 20: 27-40. 

Tomorrow is November 11th - the 11th of the 11th - Armistice Day, or Remembrance Day, 
and today, the Australian Anglican Church has deemed it “Defence Force Sunday”.   

November 11th is a day when many countries around the world remember those who lost 
their lives in war, remembering the signing of the Armistice 101 years ago.   

As a child I remember enjoying the weekend nearest November 11th.  There was a big armed 
forces concert televised from the Royal Albert Hall on the Saturday night, which we were 
allowed to stay up to watch, then we watched the parades and the laying of wreaths at the 
cenotaph in Whitehall on the Sunday morning. 

As the daughter, grand-daughter and sister-in-law of men who had seen action in war, I 
grew up respecting and honouring the contribution of our returned service men and women 
to the society which we now have. 

Our Anzac and Remembrance Days are not about glorifying war but about honouring those 
who have sacrificed so much to maintain the freedom and peace we enjoy.  We honour 
them.   

Unfortunately, when we talk about peace on a day like today, the way we are doing this often 
glorifies war when what we want is peace.  But if we truly want peace in this world we need 
to remember all the victims of war. 

But who shall teach us about peace? Not peace as in absence of war.  But peace as shalom 
- the biblical word for peace with justice. The kind of peace that fills hungry stomachs and 
educates eager minds.  Peace that beats swords into ploughshares as the prophet says, 
and uses resources to feed, clothe and shelter the children of the world. 

We know how to do war, and Hollywood and TV teaches us today how to hate the Islamic 
terrorists. But we have not learned a great deal about the kind of peace ‘shalom’ speaks of.  

Who will teach us about peace? Who will teach the world about hope?   

On a day when we commemorate Remembrance Day, we read in today’s Gospel text where 
Jesus says; "God is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all of them are alive." 
(Lk 20:38) 

The Sadducees (a powerful group within Jewish society of Jesus’ day), didn’t believe in life 
after death, and yet tried to trick Jesus by asking him a question from a hypothetical 
ridiculous scenario, in order to discredit him. 

Jesus wasn’t distracted by the trick question.  He knew the Sadducees, he knew that they 
didn’t believe in the resurrection, he knew that they only accepted the Torah, the first 5 books 
of the Old Testament, as Scripture, and so he answered them in a way they would accept, 
from the book of Exodus, with Moses experience of God in the burning bush, when God 
speaks of himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  (Exodus 3: 6)  Jesus says: 

“Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” (Luke 
20:38) 

“We all want answers. We all want to know how life will all turn out. We want to be able to 
plan for it. We want details. We want outlines. We want to know exactly how things will be. 
Living into the unknown is hard enough, but dying into the unknown feels unbearable!  

It is interesting that the fastest growing churches are fundamentalist in nature. They give all 
the answers: heaven will have streets of gold, and everyone will have a mansion in which to 
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live. This is how you get there: 1-2-3-4. And that's it. People are told what to do, how to live, 
decisions and choices are always either/or, good or bad, there is no room for in between.” 1  

As Anglicans we are encouraged to think through our faith, to have a faith which we can 
understand, within reason, to find our own way to God and a faith we can accept.  We are 
encouraged not to leave our brains at the door as we enter the church and pick up our prayer 
books.  But it also means that sometimes there are things which we can believe, even though 
we can’t necessarily explain them or prove them.  This is where faith and mystery come into 
it.  Sometimes it is okay to say, ‘well, I don’t really understand how it works, but I believe.. ’2 

Jesus’ words are powerful words.  Grace filled words.  To think that God is not just there, at 
the grave site for those who have gone before us.  God is in the here and now. God is there 
for those who are coming after us.  What truly makes God the God of the living is the reality 
that God is not limited by time.  Because God is the God of the living the first part of the 
Gospel text, the story about the resurrection, really matters. 

The world is good at teaching hate, war and destruction.  Yet, inspite of our sinfulness, or is 
it because of it, we are not left behind. We are given new hope. We are given life. We are 
loved and cared for by the God that loves us so much that He offered his only son for us. 
Or, as the apostle Paul wrote to the Romans; “...God proves His love for us in that while we 
still were sinners Christ died for us.” (5:8)  

This means that before we knew God, or cared about God in any way, God was “out there”, 
drawing us into God’s self.  Drawing us into God’s presence through the Word and Water in 
our baptism, drawing us in at the table, through the bread and wine, reaching for us in all 
the trials and tribulations of life. 

That fact, that God just never stops loving us, makes that last sentence in our Gospel text 
about "God is not God of the dead, but of the living,” a statement about the amazing grace 
of God.  

It is a sentence filled with hope when we feel hopeless. It is a sentence filled with healing 
when we feel pain.  

"God is not God of the dead, but of the living," is a powerful reminder that even as the world 
teaches about hate and war, we as Christians, filled with the Holy Spirit, are called to teach 
the world about peace - about Shalom. 

As the granddaughter of an Army Chaplain, a friend and acquaintance of some present-day 
defence force chaplains, whether on deployment or assisting in peace keeping or at times 
of natural disaster, often being a man or woman of God leaves deep scars. 

Today, we honour those who answered a special call to serve or were conscripted without 
their consent.  We honour those who returned, and we honour those who lay down their life 
for a better world, and we remember those still serving in dangerous areas. 

While we do remember them, let us remember why so many sacrificed themselves to give 
us a better life.  Let us follow Christ and live as children of God.  Let us spend our energies 
teaching others to do the same.  

To live in the grace of God.  In the hope in God.  In God’s love and in God’s peace.  Amen 

Revd Sally Buckley tssf 
10 November 2019. 
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