
SERMON for Epiphany 2 – January 19,  2020. 

Readings:  Isaiah 49: 1-7; Psalm 40: 1-14; 1 Corinthians 1: 1-9; John 1: 29-42. 

Each Christmas I attempt to write a Christmas letter to friends and family.  It is the one time 
in the year I try to keep in touch with friends that I have made over the years and in the 
different places I have lived.  Each year the letter seems to begin bemoaning how quickly 
the year has passed! 

An e-friend was echoing this sentiment and saying that no sooner have we got through 
Christmas than we seem to be having to gear up for Easter.  She was saying that there were 
even Easter eggs in the supermarket when it opened again after Christmas.  I had a mental 
picture of some Scrooge like character standing over some poor worker who was stacking 
the supermarket shelves: 

“No, you can’t go home and enjoy Christmas with your family until these shelves have been 
restocked!  Baa humbug!” 

Sure enough, my daughter did some shopping in Albany on her way over from Bremer Bay 
on Friday 27th, asking if I needed anything, complained that there were hot cross buns on 
the shelves in the supermarket!  It felt almost obscene! 

I made some comment online and one of my e-friends from Canada made a very interesting 
observation: 

“Hot cross buns? They were on sale here before - yes, BEFORE - Christmas.  [He went on to 
comment] IMHO, they reminded me of the connection between Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter: 

Jesus was born to die to be raised from the dead and bring in the kingdom by his Second Coming.” 1 

I remember one year at Christmas commenting that while we are lead to the Christ-Child by 
the Star, the star leads on from the stable to the Cross, and someone, I think a daughter, 
pointed out to me that my Christmas sermon was more about Good Friday than the joy of 
Christmas! 

I suppose that while I could say that in the middle of our joy and celebration there is sadness 
or perhaps the need of a reality check; the opposite is also true, that in the midst of sadness 
and despair, there is hope. 

When preparing my sermons, I often have a look at what I might have preached in previous 
years on the readings - remembering that our readings are part of a three-year cycle. 

Well, I discovered that the sermon I preached in 2005 on this Sunday, was on a day of 
national mourning following the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami and there had also been 
devastating bushfires in South Australia which had claimed several lives. 

Now again we are in the midst of sadness and traumatic events with the horrendous bush 
fires around the country.  There is many an interesting conversation to be had on how we 
react in the face of tragedy. 

One of the first things we want to do is to try to understand why something happened - what 
motive a person has to seemingly open fire indiscriminately on a group of innocent people - 
why homes and lives are destroyed in a natural disaster - could either have been prevented, 
and so on. 

Isaiah talks of the coming of one who would be the light of the nations.  In one of what is 
known as his Suffering Servant Songs, the author is trying to make sense and find hope in 
a dire situation.  The people of Israel are now into their second generation living in exile in 
Babylon and they are crying out to return to their beloved homeland. 

Somewhere I read that needing or seeking “Hope” was part of the human condition.  Every 
generation has sought someone who would bring them hope in the darkest of times. 



Isaiah speaks of it.  He writes: “I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.” [Isaiah 49: 6b] 

In our Gospel this morning those who surrounded John the Baptiser were no different, and 
so when he says: “Behold the Lamb of God” he is pointing them to Jesus - the hope of their 
generation and light of the nations, for all time to come.   

"Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  [John 1: 29b] 

The title “Lamb of God” seems to point to the sacrifice of the innocent and pure and to foretell 
something of his future.  But it is also a beacon of hope, connecting John’s words with 
Isaiah’s prophecy of bringing salvation to all nations. 

The light of the world leads relentlessly to the Cross and perhaps the darkest day in human 
history.  But Christ’s journey doesn’t stop at the Cross, hope doesn’t die there, although it 
seemed at the time to be doused somewhat!  From out of what seemed the ultimate symbol 
of torture comes hope in the light of the resurrection. 

Isaiah points to one who will come; John points to Jesus, and Jesus invites those who 
followed out of curiosity to “Come and see”. 

Isaiah was writing to a people in need of hope; John lived in a time when people were looking 
for hope; and it is no different for us now.  Disasters and tragedies are always going to be 
around us, sadly they always have been and our need for hope is the same as it always has 
been. 

We see hope in many different forms, and there is nothing more inspiring than seeing the 
way people rally around to help after a disaster like the bushfires.  There is hope in the 
human spirit, there is always hope in the midst sadness and tragedy. 

When John’s disciples followed Jesus and asked him where he was going, Jesus’ invitation 
to “Come and see” would change their lives forever. 

What was it that they experienced which convinced them that they had found the Messiah?  
The light which was promised by the prophets?  The Emmanuel - God with us?  What is it 
that convinces us that Jesus is the answer to living life the way it is meant to be lived?  I 
would guess that each of our answers would be slightly different, because we each 
experience God in our own way. 

It is, however, what we then do with our answer to that question which is important, because 
I strongly believe that the call of our faith is to be Christ-like which means for us to become 
lights to the world - people of Hope, people who make a difference for the better in other’s 
lives. 

So, shine as a beacon of hope and light to the world, for the glory of God.  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley 
19 January 2020 
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